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Friday, March 27

Shabbat, March 28

Tuesday, March 31

Wednesday, April 1

Thursday, April 2

Friday, April 3

Shabbat, April 4

Tuesday, April 7

Wednesday, April 8

Thursday, April 9

Friday, April 10

Shabbat, April 11

9 Nissan

10 Nissan - Shabbat
Hagadol

13 Nissan

14 Nissan - Erev Pesach

15 Nissan - Pesach Day #1

16 Nissan - Pesach Day #2

17 Nissan - Shabbat Chol

Hamoed

20 Nissan

21 Nissan - Pesach Day #7

22 Nissan - Pesach Day #8

23 Nissan

24 Nissan

Friday Night
Candle Lighting - 6:56 pm

Motzei Shabbat
Havdalah - 7:.57 pm

Tuesday Night - Bedikat Chametz
- After 8:00 pm

Last Time To Eat - 10:24 am
Last Time to Burn - 11:42 am
Night - Candle Lighting - 7:02 pm

Night - Candle Lighting
Not Before 8:02 pm

Night - Candle Lighting
7:04 pm

Night - Havdalah - 8:05 pm

Night - Candle Lighting - 7:.08 pm

Night - Candle Lighting -
Not Before 8:09 pm

Night - Havdalah - 8:10 pm

Night - Candle Lighting -7:11 pm

Night - Havdalah - 813 pm
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Dedicated for the continued success of our YCQ students,
peace in Eretz Yisrael, and the complete and speedy recovery,
a Refuah Sheleimah, of Uriel Ben Hanna Batya.
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The Peled Family

In honor of Buby & Zayde Berenholz
whose creativity and love bring
NINN D227 DTN to life,
creating a Pesach experience unlike any other—
one we treasure and anticipate all year long.
There is simply no Seder like Zayde's Seder.

With love and thanks,
Aliza & Leon, Chaim, Shalom and Leah
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Elayne Livingstone
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send us to YCQ, over 50 years ago!

The Hoffman Family
In Memory of Marion and David Zierler,
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The Search For Chametz

Before Searching Recite
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After Searching Declare
N?T1 ,monnn KRPT ,OMIWN2 NDONT NYORM KRO DD
NYINT KDY 927 10 bw:b R NIyT° xb-n ,R7Y2 §

All leaven or anything leavened which is in my possession, which |
have neither seen nor removed, and about which | am unaware, shall
be considered nullified and ownerless as the dust of the earth.
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Recite on Wednesday Morning
After Burning Chametz
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After Removing Your Chametz Declare
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. All leaven in my possession whether | have seen it or not,
whether | have removed it or not, is hereby nullified and
owner/ess as the dust of the earth




Recite on Wednesday Afternoon

PWAN 21
Eruv Tavshilin

WHEN EITHER OF THE YOM TOV DAYS FALLS ON FRIDAY, AN
ERUV TAVSHILIN IS MADE ON EREV YOM TOV. GUESTS ARE
INCLUDED IN THEIR HOSTS’ ERUV TAVSHILIN AND SHOULD NOT
MAKE THEIR OWN. THE ERUV-FOODS ARE HELD WHILE THE
FOLLOWING BLESSING AND DECLARATION ARE RECITED.
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Blessed are You, Hashem, our God, King of the Universe Who
sanctified us with His commandments and commanded us
concerning the mitzvah of eiruv.
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By means of this eiruv it will be permissible for us to bake, cook,

keep dishes warm, to kindle a light (from an existing flame), and
to prepare and do all our necessities on the Festival for the needs
of Shabbos, [for us and for all Jews who live in this city.] 8
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Blossoming Tree Bracha

IF ONE GOES OUTSIDE DURING THE MONTH OF NISSAN AND
SEES A BLOSSOMING FRUIT TREE FOR THE FIRST TIME,
RECITE THE BRACHA BELOW.
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Blessed are You, Hashem, our God, ,".’,
King of the universe, Who has made '
nothing lacking in God's world, and |
created in it wonderful creatures

and wonderful trees to give

humanity enjoyment.




After guiding us through the most
profound mitzvot of the Seder and the
miraculous  retelling of  Yetziat
Mitzrayim, why does the Haggadah
conclude with a series of seemingly
simple nursery rhymes? This year, our
Chag Chavruta takes a deep dive into
one of these beloved closing songs,
Echad Mi Yodeya (Who Knows One?),
to discover the profound wisdom
hidden within its verses.

At first glance, Echad Mi Yodeya
appears to be a basic counting
game. However, as the late Rabbi
Lord Jonathan Sacks zt”l beautifully
noted, it was likely the song through

which Jewish children were
traditionally  taught to  count,
suggesting that even  secular

instruction, such as arithmetic, was
infused with religious meaning.

This profound insight sits at the very
heart of our mission at YCQ. We
believe that there is no truly "secular”
moment in a Jew's life. Whether our
students are mastering long division,
practicing teamwork in the gym, or
sharing a laugh over lunch, every
action carries deeper significance.
These are not just daily tasks, they are
opportunities to  connect  with
Hashem and build meaningful bonds
with one another.
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Rabbi Mark Landsman, Principal

By teaching our children to see the
‘One” within the numbers, we
empower them to find spirituality in
the mundane.

In addition to our exploration of Echad
Mi Yodeyaq, this booklet contains
Tehillim and tefilot dedicated to the
safety of our brothers and sisters in
Eretz Yisrael. It is our hope that in the
merit of our efforts to find kodesh
within the chol, the Chayalim and all
of Am Yisrael should be granted
safety and protection. Just as we find
Hashem in our daily routine, we find
strength in our unity and our
unwavering connection to our
homeland during these challenging
times.

May the lessons within these pages
spark lively discussion throughout
your Chag and remind us all that in
every number, every lesson, and
every moment, Echad Elokeiny,
Hashem is One.

Wishing you and your families a Chag
Kasher V'Sameach,
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On behalf of our brothers and sisters throughout
the world, please take a few minutes each day to
recite the Tehilim and Tefilot printed below.
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Dedicated by The Neman Family For the Refuah Shiema of

Mor Dror Ben Dolat and complete recovery and healing of
all of Yisrael
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Dedicated by Elayne Livingstone
In memory of my parents, Herman and Shirley Koenigsberg a*h, who made

the fine decision to send us to YCQ, over 50 years ago!

ridvavals
PiP2 mYRU N o0 AR Dopnynn Nidynn v
T ApTIAYA NIYON 1R 2ip7 Niawp 7N 11000
WDI NP ' ONPR (NN Y07 177290 ARYTD LTy N
FIRAY DY RR% oonwn R Cwal <n?nin 17277
NIT) +NITD iRy 7370 000 NTayTID YN PR o
AP NNy 990 PRIWNN 17D

Dedicated by the Hoffman Family In memory of Marion

and David Zierler, Grandparents of Mrs. Hoffman




We Salute Our Alumni and
Members of the Extended YCQ
Family For Their IDF Service.

Name of Alumnus YCQClass
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Oneldashem

Rabbi Mordechai Rovner, Grade 5 & JHS Rebbe

We all look forward to the kittel,
the matzah, and the four cups of
wine at the Seder, proud to

continue the customs our
grandparents and their
grandparents have practiced
for generations. At the end of
this  meaningful night, we
suddenly launch into the song
Echad Mi Yodeya: "Who knows
one? | know one! One is
Hashem!” and so on. Why, after
such a powerful and uplifting
experience, do we end with a
simple counting song?

If 1 say a number, what pops into
your head? Let's try it: “six.” Be
honest, you probably just said,
“six, seven!” Does everyone think
the same thing? If | say “five”
you might have thought about
vowels, Olympic rings, five-
dollar bills, or your favorite NBA
team. What does that choice
reveal about you?

Whenever someone leaves the
house of Rabbi Kirzner, the Rabbi
of a Shul in Boro Park, he points
to the five steps and says, “Just
like Chamisha Chumshei Torah!”
What pops into your head
automatically is a reflection of
your values. For this Rabbi, “five”
can only mean the holy books of
the Torah.

The Torah and the mitzvot are
not just things we do, they are
values at the forefront of our
minds, meant to instantly pop
into our thoughts, because
that's who we are.

The Pesach Seder isn't just a
meal. Jewish people don't
simply observe the chagim, we
are transformed by them. They
reshape our priorities and help
us internalize a new way of
thinking. Why did we merit to
leave Mitzrayim? Chazal teach
that even while living in Egypt,
we acted, dressed, and spoke
differently from the Egyptians
around us. A person walking
through Egypt could recognize
who was Jewish and who was
not; our Judaism was both
internal and visible.

On Pesach, and especially at the
Seder, when we retell the story
of Yetziat Mitzrayim, we are not
only remembering the past, we
are internalizing that same
identity today. Even while living
among other cultures, we carry
ourselves with a distinct sense
of purpose, proud of who we are
and unafraid to live it openly.

Our connection to Hashem isn't
something we do on the side,
but something meant to stand
at the forefront of our minds
every day. We may enjoy sports
and many other interests, but
they are not who we truly are.
our connection with Hashem
and the Torah should become
so natural that it begins to
shape what automatically
pops into our minds.

As the Seder comes to an end,
we are not singing a childish
song or simply finding
connections between numbers
and Judaism. We are expressing
what the night has
accomplished within us. After
hours  of reliving Yetziat
Mitzrayim, we joyfully proclaim,
“One is Hashem, two are the
Luchot,” and so on, declaring
that our priorities are different
and our identity is shaped by
Torah.

The song becomes a
celebration of who we are and
what the Seder has taught us:
that our connection to Hashem
is not just something we learn
about, but something meant to
live naturally in our minds and
hearts long after the night is
over.
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Morah Naama Laster, Resource Room

At the end of the Pesach

Seder, many families sing
“Echad Mi Yodeyq,” which
numerically lists many

important elements of our
mesorah, our tradition. When
we get to the number two, we
count “Shnei Luchot Habrit,”
the two tablets Moshe brought
down from Har Sinai that held
the special agreement
between Hashem and the
Jewish people, His Torah.

The very last pasuk of the
Torah (Devarim 34:12) praises
Moshe for the great things he
did during his lifetime.
Surprisingly, Rashi on this
pasuk explains that one of
Moshe’s greatest actions was
when he broke this first set of
luchot after seeing Bnei Yisrael
commit the Cheit Haegel. In
fact, Hashem even says to
Moshe in approval, “Yishar
kochacha asher shibarta,”
“shkoyach,” or “good job" for
breaking them. This seems
strange! Why would breaking
the luchot be considered such
an important act? And why
would Hashem be okay with
such a seemingly tragic
event?

Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz explains
that the first luchot were given
in a very dramatic way during
Matan Torah. The Jewish
people had just experienced
incredible  miracles  while
leaving Mitzrayim, then in the
desert, and now at Har Sinai.
They went from the Ilowest
level of impurity to the
greatest Divine revelation in
just a matter of weeks.

This happened powerfully and
quickly. But sometimes when
things happen too fast, people
don't fully understand, or they
miss out on important details.
This is what happened when
Bnei Yisrael misunderstood
when Moshe said he would
come back down from Har
Sinai, and ended up creating
the Egel Hazahav instead. The
spiritual inspiration they had
gained earlier was quick and
didn't last.

After the first luchot were
broken, Moshe later received a
second set of Luchot.

This time, the process was
different. Moshe had to carve
the stones himself, Hashem
did not give them fully
complete like He did originally.
Hashem was teaching the
Jewish people then, and for all
time, that the greatest spiritual
achievements don't come all
at once. They come through
patience and persistence.

This is the same experience as
learning in the classroom. Real
learning usually doesn't
happen in one flash of
inspiration. It happens step by
step, lesson by lesson, with
effort, patience, and
persistence. When we work
hard to understand
something, it stays with us
much longer. The luchot
remind us that what matters
most is not quick success, but
the effort we put in along the
way. When we value the
process of learning and
growing, we can  build
something that can truly last.
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Morah Shana Welss Early Childhood Director

When we sit at the Seder
on Pesach, we focus on
the story of Yetziat
Mitzrayim, the redemption
from Mitzrayim. But in
truth, the story of Pesach
begins long before the
Jewish people  were
slaves. It begins with the
Avot.

In Sefer Bereishit when
Hashem makes the Brit
Bein HaBetarim  with
Avraham, he tells him that
his descendants will be
strangers in a land that is
not theirs and will be
enslaved and oppressed
for four hundred vyears.
This moment is essentially
the first “announcement”
of the Pesach story.
Avraham learns that the
Jewish people will
experience suffering, but
that they will ultimately be

redeemed with great
wealth. Pesach is
therefore not only the

story of leaving Mitzrayim,

it is the fulfilment of a
promise first given to
Avraham.

Each of the Avot also
represent a  spiritual
quality that appears in the
redemption. Avraham
Avinu represents chesed,
kindness, and faith in
Hashem. His willingness to
follow Hashem into the
unknown models the trust
the Jewish people needed
when they left Mitzrayim.
Yitzchak Avinu represents
gevurah, strength and
discipline. Just as Yitzchak
showed strength at the
Akeidah, the Jewish
people needed inner
strength to survive the
hardships  of  slavery.
Yaakov Avinu represents
emet, truth. Yaakov’'s life
was full of struggle, yet he
remained connected to
Hashem, ensuring that the
covenant and identity of
the Jewish people would

continue into the next

generation.

The holiday of Pesach
celebrates freedom, but
the Avot teach us that
freedom  begins long
before the moment of
redemption. It begins with
faith, resilience, and
commitment to our
values. The seeds planted
by Avraham, Yitzchak, and

Yaakov allowed the
Jewish people to endure
slavery and ultimately

become a nation.

So when we say “in every
generation we must see
ourselves as if we
personally left Mitzrayim,”
we are also continuing the
legacy of the Avot. Their
faith began the journey,
and Pesach reminds us
that we are still living its
story.
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Ms. Shoshana Rosenblum, Grade 5 Teacher

The Imahot each represent a
uniqgue middah that they
embedded into the spiritual
DNA of the Jewish people. By
examining their lives, we gain
a blueprint for our personal
character development.

Sarah - Perspective

At the beginning of Parshat

Chayei Sarah, the Torah

states:
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Rashi notes the repetition,
explaining that the double
language indicates that all
her years were equally good.

This is difficult to understand
because Sarah endured
famine, two abductions, and
many decades of infertility.
However, Sarah teaches us
that perspective shapes
reality. She recognized that
because everything comes
from Hashem, it is inherently
for the best. From Sarah, we
learn to view challenges not
as misfortunes, but as
purposeful steps in a Divine
plan.

Rivka - Chesed

When Eliezer sought a wife
for Yitzchak, he did not look
for wealth, beauty, or
intellect. Instead, he sought a
specific level of chesed.

Rivka passed his test by
offering water not only to a
stranger, but also to his ten
thirsty camels, a laborious
task she took on voluntarily.
Rivka teaches us that the
foundation of a Jewish home
is built on proactive kindness
and the willingness to go
above and beyond what is
strictly required.
Rachel - Silence

The Midrash Tanchuma in
Vayetzei notes that Rachel
mastered the trait of silence.
She remained quiet when
her sister, Leah, was brought
under the wedding canopy in
her place, even providing
Leah with the signs to save
her from embarrassment.
True strength lies in knowing
when to hold one’s tongue to
protect others or maintain
peace.

Leah - Gratitude

Leah was the first person in
history to publicly and
specifically thank Hashem
for His kindness. Upon the
birth of her fourth son,
Yehuda, she declared, "This
time | will praise Hashem.”

The Birkat Asher on the Torah
explains that from the time
Hashem created the world
until Leah, no one had
praised Him in this specific
way. While others recognized
God's hand before, Leah
established the concept of
Hakarat HaTov as a vocal,
conscious act. She teaches
us to see the good and to
praise Hashem for all He
does for us.

Through these four women,
we inherit the tools to
navigate life: Sarah’s outlook,
Rivka’'s kindness, Rachel’'s
restraint, and Leah Imeinu’s
thankfulness.
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The Chamisha Chumshei Torah,
the 5 Books of the Torah, revolve
around the central theme of
Yetziat Mitzrayim. The entire
narrative of the Torah, from the
conclusion of Sefer Bereishit to
the end of Devarim, details our

descent into slavery, our
miraculous exodus, and
subsequent journey towards
Eretz Yisrael.

Countless mitzvot, including
Shabbat, the recitation of
Shema, and of course the

mitzvot of Pesach, serve as a
commemoration to this
moment in Jewish History. As
one of the central lines in the
Haggadah states: “In  every
generation, a person must see
themselves as if they personally

left EQypt.”

What is so significant about
Yetziat Mitzrayim that the Torah
consistently asks us to relive this
moment?

The Torah is not asking us
simply to remember the Exodus.
It is asking us to experience it.
Judaism does not see Yetziat
Mitzrayim as just an ancient
historical event. It is something
that continues to shape how we
understand the Jewish story in
every generation.

we
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The sSfat Emet powerfully
explains that Mitzrayim does not
only refer to a place. The word
comes from the root “meitzar,”
meaning a narrow or
constricted space. Egypt
represents those moments in
history when the Jewish people
feel confined and uncertain
about the future.

Leaving Mitzrayim, therefore, is
not only about physical
freedom. It is about the ability to
move from a place of darkness
to a place of hope. We are once
again living through a very
uncertain moment in our history.
There is a war in Eretz Yisrael.
Around the world, we feel a
renewed sense of vulnerability.

When Bnei Yisrael left Mitzrayim,
they did not yet know what the
future would hold. They stepped
into the desert without any
guarantees, The only thing they
possessed was faith.

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik z"l,
once explained that the defining
trait of Am Yisrael is not simply
survival. Rather, it is our
covenantal destiny. We believe
that history is not random, even
when we understand the Jewish
story in every generation.
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" Mrs. Malka Fishman, Executive Director

This idea is at the heart of
Pesach. Every year we tell the
same story that our ancestors
told thousands of years ago.
Empires have risen and fallen,
and the world has changed in
countless ways. And yet we are
still here, still telling the story of
redemption.

In every generation there are
those who rise against us, but
we continue forward. This
Pesach in particular, we are
reminded that the Jewish story
has never been simple. But it
has always been filled with faith,
resilience, and the belief that
redemption is possible even
when the world feels uncertain.
Our tefillah this year is that our
Chayalim should be protected
and that the Jewish people
should once again experience
peace and security in our
homeland.

Perhaps that is what it means to
see ourselves as if we personally
left Mitzrayim, to recognize that
we are not just telling the story
of redemption, we are still living
it.



On Pesach we relate the
story of the Exodus through
speech. The very name
Pesach can be read as Pe
Sach, “the mouth that
speaks,” reminding us that
the central mitzvah of the
Seder is telling the story of
the Exodus with our mouths.
It encourages us to focus on
spirituality through speech:
recounting, praising, and

expressing  gratitude  to
Hashem.

After the Oral Torah was
written down, R’ Yehuda

HaNasi organized it into six
Orders of the Mishnah.
Interestingly, if one considers
the anatomy of the throat,
the trachea (windpipe)

positioned in front of the
esophagus (food pipe). This
arrangement hints to an
important  priority: breath
and speech precede food.

Although we certainly look
forward to the delicious
foods of the Seder, such as
the roast and other
delicacies, we must

) "P

[K@ ofithe Mlshnah

Rabbi Menashe Babekdv, Junior High Rebbe

remember that the primary
“service” of Pesach is
performed with our voices as
we recount the Exodus and
praise Hashem. Eating
sustains the physical body,
but breathing and speaking
sustain our soul. On Pesach
especially, our speech, telling
the story of redemption,
takes precedence.

An additional insight can be
found in the structure of the
trachea, which is supported
by six cartilage rings. These
rings correspond to the six
Orders of the Mishnah. One
of these structures is larger
than the others: the thyroid
cartilage, which forms what
we call the Adam’s apple.
Similarly, the largest Order of

the Mishnah is Taharot,
which deals with laws of
purity.

When a person uses their
voice for prayer, Torah study,
positive words, and sincere
compliments, they elevate
their speech and

fulfill the deeper meaning of
Pesach. In doing so, one may
even symbolically “repair”
the mistake associated with
the ‘Adam’s apple.’ Speech
(sach) can then be
transformed into chas,
mercy, turning the story of
the Exodus into a renewed
experience of elevation and
Divine compassion.

There is also a beautiful
numerical hint: the gematria
of Pesach is 148, which is the
same das kemach (flour,
sustenonce). When we use
our voices properly, focusing
on spirituality, gratitude, and
the story of redemption,
Hashem, in His great mercy
(chas), provides us with the
sustenance we need.

May we merit this Pesach to
elevate our speech, deepen
our connection to the story
of the Exodus, and receive
Hashem’s abundant mercy
and blessing.
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Ms. Yael Herskowitz, Director of Student Services

In the song Echad Mi Yodeq,
which we sing at the end of
the Pesach Seder, each
number represents an
important idea in Jewish life.
When the song reaches the

line “Shivah mi yodea?”
meaning “Who knows
seven?’, the answer is

“Shivah yemei shavuaq,” the
seven days of the week. At
first this seems like the
simplest answer in the whole
song. Of course there are
seven days in a week. But in
Judaism, the number seven
carries a deeper message
about how we understand
time.

The idea of a seven day
week comes from the story
of creation in Sefer Bereishit.
The Torah teaches us that
Hashem created the world in
six days and rested on the
seventh day. Because of that,
the Jewish week follows the
same pattern. We spend six
days working, building, and

taking care of our
responsibilities, and then we
reach Shabbat, a day set
aside for rest and holiness.

This rhythm teaches us
something important about
balance. Judaism values
hard work and effort. The first
six days of the week
represent everything we do
to create, improve, and
contribute to the world
around us. But the week
would feel incomplete
without the seventh day.
Shabbat gives us time to
pause and step back from
our routines. It reminds us
that while we work hard, we
dare not in total control of the
world.

The cycle of the week also
gives us perspective. If life
were only about work, it
could become overwhelming
and exhausting. If it were
only about rest, we would
miss opportunities to grow
and accomplish things. The

structure of the week creates
a healthy rhythm of effort,
reflection, and renewal.

There is also something
uniqgue about the Jewish
week. Many calendars are
based on the moon or the
sun, but the seven day week
is different. It comes directly
from the Torah's story of
creation. That means every
week, Jews around the world
are following the same
sacred rhythm that began at
the very beginning.

So when Echad Mi Yodea
reminds us that seven are
the days of the week, it is
doing more than naming a
number. It is reminding us
that time itself can be
meaningful and holy.
Through the cycle of the
week and the gift of Shabbat,
even ordinary days become
part of something holy.
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Rabbi Stephen Knapp, Junior High Principal

The number eight carries many
associations in the general
world. “The Great 8" refers to a
hockey phenom. In the animal
kingdom, eight brings to mind
creatures like spiders and
octopuses. In science, eight is
essential, it represents oxygen.
And in mathematics, an eight
turned on its side becomes the
symbol of infinity.

In  Judaism, however, the
number eight carries all of these
ideas and more. It is deeply tied
to the eternal mitzvah of Brit
Milah. Brit Milah shares a unique
connection with Pesach,
specifically the Korban Pesach.
These two mitzvot stand alone:
as they are the only mitzvot
aseh, positive commandments,
that carry the severe
consequence of karet if not
fulfilled.

What deeper message can we
draw from the mitzvah of milah
and the number eight?

Chazal teach that milah is
intrinsically connected to the
number eight. When the Anshei
Knesset HaGedolah structured
the Amidah, they designated
the eighth blessing for healing
because an eight-day-old baby
requires a refuah sheleimah
after undergoing a Brit Milah.

In this sense, the number eight
becomes a point of connection
to Hashem. The baby needs
healing, and family and friends
daven on his behadlf, bringing
everyone together in tefillah.
Eight becomes a bridge
between the physical and the
spiritual.

The Maharal explains that
numbers  themselves carry
meaning: Six represents the
natural dimensions of the
physical world. Seven represents
completion and holiness within
nature, like the seven days of
creation and Shabbat. Eight,
then, represents that which is
beyond nature, I'maalah min
ha'teva, the supernatural. We
see this pattern throughout the
Torah.

The Mishkan was prepared for
seven days, but it was on the
eighth day that the Divine
Presence fully rested upon it.
Sukkot lasts for seven days,
during which seventy korbanot
are brought on behalf of the
nations of the world. But the
eighth day, Shemini Atzeret, is
an intimate celebration
between Hashem and the
Jewish people alone.

And of course, Chanukah, the
holiday that celebrates Jewish
endurance against assimilation,
lasts for eight days, highlighting
the supernatural endurance of
our people.

Perhaps this is the deeper
meaning behind the connection
between Milah and Pesach
Throughout history, these two
mitzvot have remained the
strongest anchors of Jewish
identity. It is difficult to find a
Jew, regardless of level of
observance, who does not feel a
connection to Brit Milah and the
Pesach Seder.

The number eight, representing
that which transcends nature,
reflects the reality of the Jewish
people. Ours is not a nation
bound by the normal rules of
history. We endure, we rebuild,
and we continue.

Mark Twain famously observed:
“All things are mortal but the
Jew.. What is the secret of his
immortality?” To Twain, it was a
mystery. But to us, the answer is
clear.

The secret lies in the power of
eight, of Milah, of Pesach, and
the eternal and supernatural
connection between the Jewish
people and Hashem.
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Rabbi Joshua Rohr, Associate Principal,
Elementary School Judaic Studies

Each of the items in Echad

Mi  Yodea  represents
something unique and
special to the Jewish

People, ideas and themes
that define us and set us
apart from the nations of
the world. However, when
we arrive at the number
nine, the months of
childbirth, it seems out of
place. After all, pregnancy
is a universal experience.
Every woman, Jewish and
non-Jewish alike, carries a
child for nine months.
Why, then, is it included on
this list?

Rav  Chaim  Kanievsky
offers a beautiful
explanation. Chazal teach
that when Amram and
Yocheved remadrried, the
Egyptians kept watch over
them. At the time, there
wads a cruel decree that all
Jewish baby boys be cast
into the Nile. The Egyptians
anticipated the birth of a
child to this “new” couple

and planned to check on
them after nine months.
To protect Moshe, Hashem
caused Yocheved to give
birth to him three months
early. In this way, she was
able to care for him and
conceal him before the
Egyptians came to look.

Ultimately, this is what
saved Moshe’s life and
enabled him to become
the leader of the Jewish
People. This, explained Rav
Chaim, is why we “praise”
the nine months of
pregnancy, it reminds us
of the hidden miracle
within them.

Perhaps we can suggest
an additional insight,
based on a well-known
remark attributed to
former Israeli Prime
Minister Golda Meir. When
asked what would bring
peace to the Middle East,
she responded,

“Peace will come when our
enemies love their children
more than they hate us.”
Without commenting on
others, her words certainly
highlight our own
perspective: our children
are at the very center of
our lives.

Indeed, the entire Seder
night revolves around this
very idea, educating our
children and transmitting
our mesorah to the next
generation. Perhaps the
paytan is reminding us of
this truth. While the nine
months of pregnancy may
be universal, for us they
carry added meaning.

By including them among
the defining elements of
Jewish identity, we affirm
that raising children, with
all its challenges and
sacrifices, is among the
most essential expressions
of who we are.
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Ten Commqndments

Morah Morin Biton, Grade 5 Morqh

In the Parashat Yitro and Parashat
Vaetchanan, we read about the
Aseret HaDibrot. Some of the
commandments are clearly very
fundamental, such as the prohibitions
against idolatry, murder, and
adultery. The commandment of
Shabbat is also central because it
reminds us that God created the
world.

However, other commandments,
such as not taking God’'s name in
vain, not giving false testimony, and
not coveting, do not have the most
severe punishments in the Torah. Why
were these seemingly “minor”
commandments chosen to be part of
the Aseret HaDibrot?

One explanation is that the Ten
Commandments represent the two
most important foundations of the
Torah. The first five commandments
teach us how to honor God. They
begin with believing in God and being
faithful to Him, and continue with
respecting His name and keeping
Shabbat.

The commandment to honor one's
parents also teaches respect and
discipline, which helps a person learn
to honor God.

The last five commandments teach
us how to behave toward other
people. They warn us not to harm
others, starting with the most serious
harm, such «as murder, and
continuing with adultery and stealing.
They also forbid false testimony and
coveting, which can cause harm in
more indirect ways.

Ultimately, the structure of the Aseret
HaDibrot serves as a profound map
for a balanced life. By placing the
duties toward God (Ben Adam
L'Makom) on one side and the duties
toward our fellow man (Ben Adam
L’Chqvero) on the other, the Torah
suggests that neither is complete
without the companion. And as it
states in Pirkei Avot (2:1) “Be as careful
with a ’lightt mitzvah as with a
‘weighty' one, for you do not know the

reward given for mitzvot."
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(Berachot
55b) makes a shocking

The Gemara

statement: Rebbe Zeira
states: “If a person goes
seven days without o
dream, he is called evil.

That seems a little
dramatic if you ask me.
What makes someone

who doesn’t dream evil?

Rav Yehuda Amital 2zl
writes that “A dream
represents a person’s
aspirations to develop.
Someone who allows
seven days to pass
without  having  such
aspirations is called evil.”
He explains that dreams
represent a simple but
extremely important idea.
As Jewish people and as
human beings, we have
an obligation to
constantly seek to
develop and grow.

That doesn't mean that we
shouldn't be proud of our
accomplishments or be
discouraged if we fail. But
we can never be content
with the idea of remaining
stable.

There is no true stability in
our development. Life is one
big slope and as Rav Moshe
Taragain says “if you're not
going up, Yyoure going
down.” If we're not actively
trying to improve ourselves
and the world around us,
we dre slipping downwards.

Yosef HaTzadik, is called the
“Baal HaChalamot,” “The
Dream Master” by his
brothers. While this title was
meant as an insult, Yosef
wears it as a badge of pride
and readily shares his own
dreams and interpretations
of others' throughout his
life.

The actual content of
Yosef's dream takes this
message even further.

Yosef, following in the
footsteps of his father
Yaakov, has a dream
about shamayim. Rabbi
Yitzi Hurwitz notes that
while Yosef at first has
an earthly dream about
stalks of wheat, his
second dream reaches
to the heavens with his
vision of 11 stars.

We must strive to act like
Yosef in our lives. We
must maintain a positive
attitude and  growth
mindset.  We must
continuously set goals
and always be reaching
for the stars. As Apple's

famous 1997 ‘Think
Different’ campaign
stated “Because the

people who are crazy
enough to think they can
change the world, are
the ones who do.”
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Mrs. Michelle Schwartz, Resource Room Coordinator

When we get to “who knows 12 ?”
we answer “l know 12 - the 12
tribes.” Who were the 12 tribes?
They were the children of Yakov
and each tribe was different.
Some were leaders, some were
learners and some worked in
business. Each one had its own
strength and its own job. They
were not all the same, which was
a good thing.

Together the 12 tribes make up
the Jewish people. Like pieces of
a puzzle each tribe fit in its own
way. If even one piece were
missing, the whole picture would
not be complete. This teaches us
that everyone is important and
each person has something
special to give.

This is why we mention the 12
tribes at the Seder.

We became a nation not
because we were all the same,
but because we were unified,
even though we were different.

This is an important lesson.
Sometimes we think that to get
along everyone has to be the
same, but the 12 tribes show us
that this is not true. We can be
different and united.

At this point in the Seder, we are
reminding ourselves that every
Jew matters and everyone hads d
role and everyone belongs. It our
job is to respect each each other.
We may be different, but we are
one people and hopefully if we
remember this idea, we can bring
Mashiach!
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Rabbi Jordan Blitstein, Grade 4 Rebbe

The thirteen middot are 13
individual traits that Hashem
exhibits that can be observed
by human beings. We say this
list during Slichot and are
familiar with them. The 13
Middot are:
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They are part of a Tefillah that
Moshe Rebbeinu used to plead
with Hashem to save the
Jewish people from
annihilation. In short, they
each show a unique aspect of
Hashem's ability to pardon
someone and clean them
from their sins no matter what.

This is not just a list; this is a
purposeful exhibition. Man is
meant to emulate Hashem.
The gemara (Shabbos 133b)
states that it is a positive
command to emulate God.
We emulate Hashem by
perfecting our character.
When Hashem taught Moshe
the 13 attributes, Hashem
unlocked tremendous
potential for mankind.

One’s outlook seriously affects
their life. The Gemara says
that most people die through

the cause of ayin hara. It is
explained in Sefer Maavar
Yabok that this means that an

individual's emotions and
judgements of other
individuals create a lot of

stress on themselves!. This in
turn causes one to slowly
weaken themselves mentally
and physically. The way a
person views others, becomes

a way a person views
themselves. A person is
measured by how they

measure others.

It is a godly trait, and it is a
mitzvah to emulate Hashem's
middot . When we realize how
much Hashem tolerates our
own shortcomings, it is very
easy for us to forgive others.
How many times do we ignore
Hashem'’s voice in our own
lives, or transgress something
we know is wrong? Hashem is
always there for us and
eagerly waits for our
Teshuvah. Humankind is no
different. We are expected to
emulate Hashem and work on
our own character in order to
forgive.

The written Torah and the oral
Torah are also connected at
this place.

As we know, the written Torah
and the Oral Torah were both
given on Har Sinai. The Oral
torah, as taught in Sifrq,
derives itself from 13 methods
of Drasha. This is no
coincidence, as brought by
the Kabbalistic sources. We
learn in Pirkei Avot (3:17) that
derech eretz comes before
Torah knowledge. The
foundation of knowledge is
good character. Without good
character, one’s Torah
learning is worthless (See
Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah
Siman 246). It is these middot
that direct the source of all
learning from the highest
spiritual sources.

The 13 middot are a lesson to
us all on forgiveness of
ourselves and by extension an
ability to forgive others even
when it seems impossible.
These character traits stand at
the foundation of the Torah
itself. This is the key to a
healthy and Happy life filled
with emulating Hashem.

27



J/

Chilclrens Senes

Where is Baby Moshe?
Where is baby Moshe, Moshe, Moshe?
Where is baby Moshe on the River Nile?

He's floating in a basket, basket, basket

Miriam was watching, watching, watching
Miriam was watching, watching, on the River Nile.

Batya was swimming swimming swimming.
Batya was swimming swimming on the River Nile.

She found Baby Moshe, Moshe, Moshe.
She found Baby Moshe Moshe on the River Nile.

Where is baby Moshe Moshe Moshe?
Where is baby Moshe on the River Nile?

Tune: Vayehi Bishurin Melech Are you sleeping

Low Part

(Low Part) 7 Are you sleeping
On the seder table, ] & King Paroh?
a Kearah you will see. W - King Paroh?

In the middle Maror,
bitter as can be.

You're in for a surprise,
When you open up your eyes,
Let My People Go!

Let My People Go!

Baitza, zeroah, Karpas,
and Chazeret too,
to remind us of the hard work,
the Jews had to do.

Bang, bang, bang, Dig, dig, dig
Bang your hammer low Dig your shovel deep
Bang, bang, bang Dig, dig, dig
give a heavy blow. there's no time to sleep.
For it's work, work, work For it's work, work, work
every day and every night. Every day and every night.
for it's work, work, work, For its work, work work

In the dark and in the light.  in the dark and in the light

¢ 4 4

He's floating in a basket basket basket on the River Nile.
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The Matzah Song
Tune: BINGO

There is a food we eat on Pesach
And matzah is its name-oh!
M-A-T-Z-A
M-A-T-Z-A
M-A-T-Z-A

Ten Little Makot
Tune: Michael Finnegan

One little, two little, three little makot
Four little, five little, six little makot
Seven little, eight little, nine little makot

Ten makot in Mitzrayim!

Dam, Sefardaya, Kinim, and Arov
Dever, schin, and Barad
Arbeh, Choshec everywhere
Makot Bechorot

Matzah Crunch Pesach is Here
Tune: If You're Happy and You Know It Tune: Farmer in the Dell
If you like to eat your matzah crunch it loud Pesach is here
CRUNCH CRUNCH! ) Pesach is here
_ _ Time to clean the chametz now
If you like to eat your matzah crunch it loud Pesach is here!

CRUNCH CRUNCH!
Eat the matzah now

If gou like to eat your matzah Eat the matzah now
_Then the Seder’s even better Crunchy crunchy matzah
If you like to eat your matzah crunch it loud! Eat the matzah now!
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Mincha

Sefirat
HaOmer
(Count
at Night!)
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