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Thank You to Our Generous Sponsors

Days of Learningd

Anatoliy & Yeva Kazakov
In Memory of Tamara bat Shifra A"H

Danny & Tziporah Fried
In Honor of the Best Children Ever: MJ, Emnmie,
& Future YCQ Student Chloe Fried

Mrs. Malka Fishman
In Memory of her Father, Yisroel Meir Shlomo ben Yaakov Aharon

Tehilim & Tefilot

The Hoffman Family
In Memory of Ed, Yudas, and Jeff Zalkind

Partners

Oksana Yusupova
In Memory of Tamara Aranbayeva A"H

Penny Stern, MD
In Honor of Diana Zarowin, MD (Class of 20086),
Joseph Zarowin (MD/2026) (Class of 2008), David Zarrowin (Class of 2012)

Karen & Reuben Zimilover
To Commemorate the Yahrzeit of Judy Zimilover
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Supporters

Stacey and Patrick Zagdanski
In Memory of Stacey's parents, Pearl, z'|, and Leon, Z'l, Siegel

Friends

The Jaffe Family
In Memory of Corey & Rebecca Felsman-Jaffe A"H

Inbar Noah
In Memory of Chana Bat Rachel A"H



Chagd

= Chavruta
Generously Dedicated By

Q
G e
-\

Maoma Knows Best

PEDIATRICS

718.4'75.0500

In the merit of the dedicated and diligent Rebbeim, teachers
and administrators at YCQ who are tirelessly shaping and
_educating our children. May Hashem protect the soldiers

fighting bravely for Eretz Yisrael and may we quickly see the

safe return of our hostages.

Alex and Sara Malakov
L Z

In memory of all those who have made the ultimate sacrifice
— those who we lost on and since October 7.

May their memories be a bracha and may their precious
neshamot have the highest of aliyot.

Our hostages are in our mind and hearts at all times. We
daven for their immediate and safe return.

May the Torah shared in and from this Chavruta help us all
usher in a year of true peace - in Israel and everywhere.

Aliza & Yehuda Leon,
Chaim, Shalom & Leah Peled



Wednesday, October 1
Thursday, October 2
Friday, October 3

Shabbat, October 4

Monday, October 6
Tuesday, October 7

Wednesday, October 8

Friday, October 10

Shabbat, October 11

Monday, October 13
Tuesday, October 14

Wednesday, October 15
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9 Tishrei - Erev Yom Kippur
10 Tishrei - Yom Kippur
11 Tishrei

12 Tishrei

14 Tishrei - Erev Sukkot
15 Tishrei - Sukkot Day 1

16 Tishrei - Sukkot Day 2

18 Tishrei - Chol HaoMoed

19 Tishrei - Shabbat Chol
HaMoed

21 Tishrei - Hoshana Rabba
22 Tishrei - Shimini Atzeret

23 Tishrei - Simchat Torah
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Wednesday Night

Candle Lighting - 6:18 pm

Thursday Night
Havdalah - 7:16 pm

Friday Night

Candle Lighting - 6:15 pm

Motzei Shabbat
Havdalah - 7:12 pm

Monday Night
Candle Lighting - 6:10 pm

Tuesday Night

Candle Lighting - After 7:08 pm

Wednesday Night
Havdalah - 7:06 pm

Friday Night
Candle Lighting - 6:04 pm

Motzei Shabbat
Havdalah - 7:01 pm

Monday Night
Candle Lighting - 5:59 pm

Tuesday Night
Candle Lighting - After 6:57 pm

Wednesday Night
Havdalah - 6:55 pm
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We want your feedback!

Please email yzimilover@ycq.org with ideas & comments




Sukkot presents a profound paradox. On

one hand, the Maharil explains that
Sukkot symbolizes exile. By leaving our
homes and dwelling in a sukkah, we
reenact the experience of displacement.
The Talmud (Sukkah 8b) reinforces this
by teaching that even if one lives in a
sukkah year-round, they must leave it to
experience the feeling of being uprooted.

Yet, Sukkot is also called "Zman
Simchateinu,” the time of our joy. The
Torah commands simcha three times for
Sukkot, more than any other holiday.
What's striking is that if someone is
uncomfortable in the sukkah, they are
exempt from the mitzvah, which is not
true for most commandments.

Rabbi Yosef Salant explains that Sukkot
commemorates not just the physical
booths in the desert, but God's
miraculous  protection, the Anenei
HaKavod that provided shelter, comfort,
and sustenance to Bnei Yisrael. The
sukkah reflects both exile and divine
care, allowing joy even in displacement.

The duality of Sukkot, exile and hope,
speaks powerfully to the tragedy of
October 7 and the days since. We have
faced tremendous loss and
displacement, mirroring the instability
symbolized by the sukkah.

Yet, just as Hashem protected Bnei
Yisrael in the desert, He remains with us
through hardship.

As we sit in the sukkah this year, may we
remember that even in vulnerability,
there is hope. Sukkot teaches us that we
are never alone, Hashem's protection
always surrounds us.

For this year's Chag Chavruta, we have
highlighted the special custom of the
Ushpizin, which provides a profound
lesson in the achdut we must strive for.
Just as these seven personalities
represent the full spectrum of Klal Yisrael,
so too are we called to open our sukkot
and our hearts to every Jew. Their holy
gathering teaches us that the ultimate
strength of Am Yisrael is found in our
unity in the service of Hashem.

May we come together as an “agudah

achat” one nation united in serving
Hashem, knowing that b'yachad
nenatzeach, together we will be

victorious, and see the ultimate geulah
speedily in our days.

Wishing you a Chag Sameach.
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On behalf of our brothers and sisters in Eretz
Yisrael, please take a few minutes each day to
recite the Tehilim and Tefilot printed below.
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Dedicated by The Hoffman Family
In Memory of Ed, Yudas, and Jeff Zalkind i
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We Salute Our Alumni and
Members of the Extended YCQ
Family For Their IDF Service.

Name of Alumnus YCQ Class
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Names of the Hostages

Please Daven for Their Safe and Speedy Release
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23
27
31
22
24
34
23
38
35
24
27

23
22
25
36
20
47
20
26
20
25
27

Alon ben Idit (Ohel)

Ariel ben Silvana (Konio)
Avinathan ben Ditza Tirtza (Or)
Bar Avraham ben Julia (Kuperstein)
Bipin Joshi

David ben Silvana (Konio)
Eitan Avraham ben Efrat (Mor)
Eitan ben Rut Idit (Horn)
Elkana ben Ruchama (Bohbot)
Evyatar ben Gila (David)

Gali ben Talya (Berman)

Guy ben Meirav (Gilboa-Dalal)
Matan Shachar ben Anat (Angrest)
Matan ben Einav (Zangauker)
Maxim ben Tella (Herkin)

Nimrod ben Vicky (Cohen)

Omri ben Veronika Esther (Miran)
Rom ben Tamar Noa (Braslavski)
Segev ben Galit (Kalfon)

Tamir ben Cherut (Nimrodi)

Yosef Chaim ben Miriam (Ohana)

Ziv ben Talya (Berman) 6

Chabad.org/hostages
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Children of man who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, bound in misery and
chains of iron --- He will bring them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and will
sunder their bonds. Foolish sinners, dfflicted because of their sinful ways and their
wrongdoings; their soul loathes all food and they reach the gates of death --- they cry
out to the Lord in their distress; He saves them from their afflictions. He sends forth His
word and heals them,; He delivers them from their graves. Let them thank the Lord for
His kindness, and [ proclaim | His wonders to the children of man. If there be for a man
[even] one interceding angel out of a thousand [accusers], to speak of his uprightness
in his behalf, then He will be gracious to him and say. Redeem him from going down to
the grave; | have found expiation [for him].

When reciting the words “this is my...”, pass the chicken or money over your head
and recite three times:

If Using Money:
PTED 7L NN M1 neven
:0i2w21 021N 02290 070D K "IN1 P78 Madon Ny oK
This is my exchange, this is my substitute, this is my expiation. These coins shall
go to charity and I shall proceed to a good, long life and peace.

If Using a Chicken:
ap-clyeapiic iyt u
:012W2) D2TIN oRi Do oK %N ,nnop 20 Pl
This is my é&change, this is my substitute, this is my expiation. This rooster shall
go to death and I shall proceed to a good, long life and peace.
13
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For Boys:
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May Hashem make you like Ephraim and
Menashe. May Hashem bless you and
safequard you. May Hashem illuminate
His countenance for you and be gracious
to you. May Hashem turn His
countenance to you and establish peace

for you.
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For Girls:
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May Hashem make you like Sarah,
Rivka, Rachel, and Leah. May Hashem
bless you and safeguard you. May
Hashem illuminate His countenance for
you and be gracious to you. May
Hashem turn His countenance to you
and establish peace for you.
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May it be the will of our Father in heaven that He instill in your heart His love and reverence. May
the fear of Hashem be upon your face all your days, in order that you not sin. May your craving
be for the Torah and the commandments. May your eyes gaze toward truth; may your mouth
speak wisdom; may your heart meditate with awe; may your hands engage in the
commandments; may your feet run to do the will of your Father in heaven. May He grant you
righteous sons and daughters who engage in the Torah and the commandments all their days.
May the source of your posterity be blessed. May He arrange your livelihood for you in a
permissible way, with contentment and with relief, from beneath His generous hand, and not
through the gifts of flesh and blood; a livelihood that will free you to serve Hashem. And may
you be inscribed and sealed for a good, long life, among all the righteous of Israel. Amen. 14
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Yom the

HaKippurim,
Forgiveness, is called the Day of
Selichot. For the entire month of Elul,
leading up to Yom HaKippurim, for
forty days, many have the minhag to
say Selichot. For others, this minhag

Day of

began the week before Rosh
Hashana. Since then, the entire
Jewish people have been saying
Selichot.

The essence of Selichot is the
recitation of the 13 Middot of
Rachamim - the thirteen ways in
which Hashem’s mercy is defined.
Over the course of the forty days, we
will  say these words literally
hundreds of times. The question is
why do we say these words so many
times? Isn't it overkill?

The Gemara in Rosh HaShana
explains the background to these
important words. These words were
taught by Hashem Himself to Moshe
after the debacle with the Golden
Calf. After that sin, Hashem wanted
to destroy the Jewish people. Moshe
advocated for the Jewish people,
saying if You want to destroy the
Jewish people, than erase me from
Your book.

[
NemIKippURSIEE)likelkiashem

Hashem ultimately agrees and
forgives the Jewish people, and He
teaches Moshe the secret to future
forgiveness.

The Gemara says that Hashem
wrapped Himself in a Talit like a
Shaliach Tzibbur, taught the 13
Middot of Rachamim and said:

2107 WYY — PRLIN XY 11 92
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“Whenever the Jewish people sin -
they should PERFORM these words
and | will forgive them!”

Notice, the Gemara does not say by
saying the words of the 13 words of
mercy they will be forgiven.
Forgiveness is dependent upon
acting in a way that shows kindness
and mercy. Talk is cheap. Actions are
what matters. We repeat the 13
Middot of Rachamim many times
during the Yamim Noraim so we will
truly understand Hashem and aspire
to imitate Hashem and behave like
Him. By doing so, we will truly merit

total forgiveness! 5
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omlKippur=WakelUp!

Rabbi Daniel Rosenfelt, Junior High School Rebbe
& Rav of the Young Israel of Kew Gardens Hills

Generally speaking, it is a
good practice to get a
good night's sleep when
you have a busy day the
following day.

However, our Rabbis tell
us that they did not let the
Kohen Gadol fall asleep
the night of Yom Kippur!

The Mishna (Yoma 1:7)

records:
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‘If the Kohen Gadol tried
to sleep the night of
Yom Kippur, the young
Kohanim would snap the
middle finger against the
thumb before him, and
they would say to him
every so often: ‘My Master,
Kohen Gadol. Stand from
your bed and chill yourself

once on the floor
and overcome your
drowsiness.’

And they would engage
him in various ways until

the time would arrive
to slaughter the daily
offering.”

It seems pretty incredible
that they would keep the
Kohen Gadol up all night
when he had a pretty
busy day to prepare for
the next day! While there
are technical reasons
offered as to why they did
not let him sleep, there is
also a spiritual idea.

The Kohen Gadol was in
the Beit Hamikdash - the
holiest place in the world
on the holiest day of the
year - how could he
possibly fall asleep with
SO many opportunities
around him?!

R” Shmuel Silber suggets
that the message the
Kohen Gadol was trying to
convey was don't fall
asleep at the wheel of life.

Every single day we face
incredible opportunities -
both in our relationship
with  Hashem and with
others. What then is the
challenge? We are so
tired! And you know how
we miss out on these
incredible opportunities?
We fall asleep! Sometimes
for 30 minutes, sometimes
for a few hours, and
sometimes for 30 years!

However, the Kohen Gadol
remains awake the entire
night of Yom Kippur to
teach us to live with an
awareness of all the many
chances that surround us.
You cannot  possibly
expect to see life's great
opportunities when you
are sleeping your way
through life! Do what you
have to do to keep your

eyes open - because
the opportunities are
everywhere - you just

need to be awake and
alert to notice them!

16
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SULget Discussicn QUESHERS

“Rabbi Joshua Rohr, Associate Principe

Elementary School Judaic Studies
1. There is a dispute in the gemara whether the sukkot that we're remembering

on this holiday are because of the Anneni Hakavod, the Clouds of Glory that
Hashem protected us with for the forty years we were wandering in the desert, or
the tents that He provided us to live in during that forty year sojourn. (As an
aside, in order to properly fulfill the mitzvah of eating in the sukkah one must
have both those things in mind.)

We know that during the forty years in the desert Hashem provided us
miraculously with food in the form of the mann, and water from the Well of
Miriam. Why aren’t there any holidays specifically commemorating those
miracles?

2. One of the symbolisms of the mitzvah of Lulav and Etrog is that each one of
the four species we take represents a different “type” of Jew and on Sukkot they
all unite to serve Hashem. Why do you think this concept of Jewish unity is so
important especially on Sukkot? Why don’t we find mitzvot symbolizing this
idea on other holidays as well?

3. There is a minhag, tradition, to invite a different one of the Ushpizin to each of
the meals on Sukkot. The Ushpizin are Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov, Moshe, Aharon,
Yoseph, and Dovid. Some families take this so seriously that they set an extra
setting at the table for the special “guest of honor.” Why do you think that we
only have this minhag on Sukkot? Why do these special guests only come into
our sukkot and not to our Seder table on Pesach?

4. The halacha is that every day of Sukkot we circle the bima while holding our
Lulav and Etrog. This is called Hoshanot and it is done to commemorate the
circling of the mizbeach, altar, in the Beit Haomikdash. What symbolism do you
think there is of circling the mizbeach or the bima? Why do we do it OT what
do you think we're supposed to feel? {
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Sit, sit, [you] lofty guests; sit, sit [you] holy guests; sit, sit [you] guests of faith. Worthy is Israel's portion, as it
is written (Deuteronomy 32.9), "For the Lord’s portion is His people, Jacob His allotment.”

May it be Your will in front of You, Lord, my God and God of my fathers, that You have Your Divine Presence
rest upon us, and that You spread out Your sukkah of peace upon us, in the merit of the commandment
of sukkah that we are fulfilling in order to unify the name of the Holy One, blessed be He and His Divine
Presence - with fear and love - to unify the name, Yod Hay, with Vav Hay on behalf of all of Israel; and to
surround them with the radiance of Your holy and pure glory, spread over their heads above like an
eagle protecting his nest.’ And from there, may the flow of life flow to Your servant, [one's name], the child
of [one’s mother's name], Your maidservant. And in the merit of my going out of my house - | eagerly
pursue Your commandments’ - let this be considered as if 1 wandered far away' (thus suffering the
atonement of exile), and ‘wash me thoroughly of my iniquity and purify me of my sin." And llet Your ears
pay heed' to many blessings of the lofty guests, the guests of faith; and give the hungry, even the thirsty,
their bread and their dependable water. And give me the merit to sit and be sheltered in the hidden
shade of Your wings,” at the time of my leaving the world, and to be ‘sheltered from the torrential rain,’
when 'You rain down blazing coals upon the wicked." And let this commandment of sukkah that | am
fulfilling be considered as if | had fulfilled it with all of its details, its exact specifications, its conditions and
all the commandments that depend upon it. And make the sealing [of judgement] good for us, and give
us the merit to dwell many days upon the ground, the holy ground, in Your service and in Your awe.
Blessed is the Lord forever, Amen and Amen!’
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When we sit in the sukkah,
we are reminded of the

Ananei HaKavod that
protected Bnei Yisrael in
the midbar. By leaving our
sturdy homes and
entering the sukkah, we
declare to Hashem,
"Hineni" ("Here 1 am"). Just
as Bnei Yisrael trusted
Hashem in the midbar, we
too demonstrate our
readiness to leave our
comfort zones and be in
Hashem'’s presence.

During the Akeidah, he
said "Hineni' three times:
to Hashem (Bereishit 22:1),
to Yitzchak (22:7), and to
the malach (22:1). Chazal
explain that  "Hineni’
means, “I am here, fully
present, ready to listen
and to give myself
completely.” Avraham
was not distracted; he
was  truly there for
Hashem and his son.

In his sefer, Baderech, Rav
Judah Mischel shares an

However, Rav Alpert
explains that Hillel was not
putting himself on a
pedestal. What he meant
was “When | am here, | am
all here,” meaning "I am
not half-present, thinking
of other things, or waiting
for you to finish talking. |
am giving you my full,
undivided attention.” Just
as Avraham showed us
how to be fully present for
Hashem, Hillel teaches us
how to be fully present for
others.

This is why Avraham idea from Rav Nisson

Avinu, the first of the Alpert about Hillel We must learn from
ushpizin, is so connected HaZaken’s famous words Avraham and Hillel how to
to the holiday of Sukkot. during the simchas beit say Hineni. We must
He left his home and hashoeva: ‘im ani kan, practice being truly
familiar life to follow hakol kan,” At first, this present and giving our
Hashem'’s call and faced statement might sound friends, family, and
the ultimate nisayon with  unusual coming from Hashem the gift of our full
Yitzchak. such a humble rav. heart and attention.

Recite at Night

STIT) N9 TN MWR 2PY° P DTN PRPYY PIBYIN SNTIVR PRIN
l'invite to my meal the exalted guests Avraham Yltzchak Yaakov Moshe, Aharon Yosef, and David.
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May it please you, Avraham, my exalted guest, that all the other exalted guests dwell here with me and you
- Yitzchak, Yaakov, Yosef, Moshe, Aharon, and David.

Today’s Learning is Dedicated by Anatoliy & Yeva Kazakov

In Memory of Tamara bat Shifra A"H




Each day, the bundled lulav, hadasim, and aravot are
picked up with the right hand, and the etrog (facing
downwards) is picked up with the left. Then one recites
the bracha and immediately flips the etrog and shakes
the four species.

2% PN T NN N2
PSR MWD TR 0N
il n‘m 59 92133

The first time during Sukkot that one makes a blessing on
the lulav, one should also recite the following bracha:

2% APON T NN T2
NP AT, 0SiYn
.'IT'I mrb byebtyy
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Yitzchak Avinu should have
given a TED Talk about his life.

Instead, the job fell to a man
named Derek Sivers a couple of
thousand years after Yitzchak's
lifetime. In just three minutes,
Sivers succinctly highlights an
important idea that Yitzchak
embodied.

The talk entitled “How to Start a
Movement” begins with him
showing the audience a video
clip of a group of people
relaxing on a grassy lawn. All of
the sudden, a man stands up
and starts dancing by himself.
After a few seconds, another
man works up the courage to
join the first person. After a few
moments, more and more
people stand up to join them,
until everyone at the park is
dancing.

Sivers powerfully states that “the
first follower is what transforms
a lone nut into a leader.” He
explains that leadership is over-
glorified. Not everyone could or
should be a leader.

It's true that movements need
leaders, but more importantly,
leaders need followers.

He concludes: “If you really care
about starting a movement,
have the courage to follow and
show others how to follow. And
when you find a lone nut doing
something great, have the guts
to be the first one to stand up
and join in.”

The majority of Yitzchak’s life is
overshadowed by his father's
heroics. Beginning with the
Akeidah, Yitzchak embraces his
role as a quiet and behind-the-
scenes persondlity. He lets the
spotlight fall on Avraham and
puts his trust in his father and
leader. The other stories that the
Chumash include of Yitzchak
mostly discuss re-establishing
wells and treaties that Avraham
had made previously.

While the work may not be
glamorous, it is actions like this
that solidify the work Avraham
started.

Despite all of the incredible work

Avraham  accomplishes, his
legacy would not be complete
without Yitzchak's efforts.

Perhaps, what made Yitzchak
extra sensitive to fulfilling the
important role of “first follower”
was his uncanny ability to see
the best in everyone. This is
highlighted by his total embrace
of Esav. While others saw Eisav
as a rasha, Yitzchak chose to
see his positive characteristics.
Typically, a leader needs to be
crazy enough to think they can
change the world. A first follower
must look past the craziness
and see the larger picture.
Yitzchak Avinu was able to do
just that and that’s what made
him so special.

May we learn from Yitzchak to
have the gevurah and courage
to be first followers and see the
best in everyone. May we be
zoche to turn madness into
mitzvot and craziness into
positive change.

Recite at Night

STITY N9 1IN WR 2PY? P DTN XYY PrBYIN SNTIVER PRI
linvite to my meal the exalted guests: Avraham Yltzchak Yaakov Moshe, Aharon Yosef, and David.
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May it please you, Yitzchak, my exalted guest that all the other exalted guests dwell here with me and you -
Avraham, Yaakov, Yosef, Moshe, Aharon, and David.

Today's Learning is Dedicated by Danny & Tziporah Fried

In Honor of the Best Children Ever: MJ, Emmie, & Future YCQ Student Chloe Fried




Yaakov Avinu embodied the divine
attribute of Tiferet, which represents the
splendor and harmony achieved by
balancing opposing forces. Spiritually,

he synthesized the chesed of his
grandfather Avraham with the gevurah
of his father Yitzchak.

This makes him the perfect guest for
Sukkot, as the sukkah itself is a physical
manifestation of Tiferet. The sukkah is a
place of profound vulnerability, a
fragile hut open to the elements,
reminding us of our reliance on God's
protection (gevurah). Simultaneously, it
is a space of immense joy, hospitality,
and divine embrace, recalling the
protective  Anenei HaKavod and
Hashem'’s boundless love (chesed).

In the sukkah, we find the perfect
balance between recognizing our
fragility and celebrating God's care.

Balan

It is here that Yaakov, the master of
harmony, is perfectly at home.

Yaakov's greatest strength was his
ability to create unity. He ultimately
made peace with his brother Eisav and
became the father of the twelve
Shevatim, forging a single nation from
distinct individuals. We must learn from
his example and focus on creating
peace within our own families and
nation.

Just as Yaakov blessed each of his
sons by recognizing their unique
strengths, we should strive to do the
same for our loved ones.

As we hold the Arba Minim, which
represent the unity of the Jewish
people, let us apply the lessons of
Yaakov Avinu to bring harmony and
peace to all of Am Yisrael.

Recite at Night

STITY N9 1IN WR 2PY? P DTN XYY PrBYIN SNTIVER PRI
I invite to my meal the exalted guests: Avraham Yltzchak Yaakov Moshe, Aharon Yosef, and David.
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May ‘it please you, Yaakov, my exalted guest that all the other exalted guests dwell here with me and you -
Avraham, Yitzchak, Yosef, Moshe, Aharon, and David.

Today's Learning is Dedicated by Mrs. Malka Fishman

In Memory of her Father, Yisroel Meir Shiomo ben Yaakov Aharon

fﬁsﬂ-fe:m




Eﬂé@—'

| a2

Meshe =The Power @i | Den’e [Knew

Morah Naama Laster, Judaic Studies Resource Room

The start of a new year is always
full of unknowns. How will | do in
school or at work? Will I make
new friends? In the same way, the
chag of Sukkot can also bring
many unknowns. Sitting in the
sukkah means being exposed to
the elements and open to all
kinds of unexpected moments.
Sometimes these experiences
are ones we've never dealt with
before! Luckily, the next of the
Ushpizin, Moshe, teaches us a lot
about the experience of not
knowing.

Consider three different times
when Hashem gave Moshe a
command about a mitzvah. The
first is in  Bamidbar, when
Hashem told Moshe to make a
seven-branched menorah out of
solid gold. The pasuk starts with
the words “nMann nwyn n1,” “And
this is how the menorah was
made.” The second is in Shemot,
with  the mitzvah of Rosh
Chodesh. Hashem showed
Moshe how to tell when the moon
is in its new stage. That pasuk

begins, “DJ)7 i wINR,” “This
month should be for you..” The
third is also in  Shemot,
concerning the machatzit
hashekel, the half-shekel coin
donation.

The pasuk introduces it with the
words “nR' N1 “This is what
everyone should give.”

At first, these three mitzvot might
seem very different, but the word
“n1” which means “this,” connects
all of them. The Torah usually
uses this word when something
can be seen and pointed at. So
why would Hashem need to
“point” when He gave these
mitzvot to Moshe?

Rashi explains that Moshe found
each of these mitzvot hard to
understand. The menorah was
very detailed and had to be
made from one solid piece of
gold, which was confusing. With
Rosh Chodesh, it was tricky to
know exactly when the moon was
new. With the machatzit
hashekel, Moshe didn’t
understand what kind of coin it
should be. In each case, Hashem
showed him a vision: He showed
him the menorah, the moon at
the right stage, and an image of
a fiery coin of the correct weight.

These mitzvot were so detailed
and complicated that even
Moshe himself struggled to
understand them! In fact, the
Vilna Gaon teaches that Moshe's
very hame, n¥n, hints to this idea.

The letters of his name stand for
these three specific mitzvot:
“Mem” for menorah, “Shin” for
shekel, and “Hey” for hachodesh
(the new month). Moshe’s name,
representing who he was, hints at
the very things he found difficult.

This is because a person only
knows what he doesn't know.
Moshe was willing to say to
Hashem, “I don't know,” and so
Hashem taught him. Moshe
Rabbeinu, as our teacher, models
for us that we should not be
afraid to say, “I don’t understand,”
even when it feels vulnerable.
Moshe’s  humility gives us
permission to do the same. If
Moshe, who spoke with Hashem
face to face, could admit when
he didn't know, then surely we
can too.

That is how real learning begins.
Those who pretend to know
everything usually end up
knowing less, while those humble
enough to admit what they don't
know grow the most. This Sukkot,
as we sit in the sukkah exposed
to the unknowns, we should
remember Moshe's lesson. True
growth comes from the
willingness to continue asking,
learning, and discovering.

Recite at Night

STYTY MOV TN YN 2PY° PIY DTN 1KY PPIBYIN TNTIPOD PRIN

I invite to my meal the exalted guests: Avraham Yltzchak Yaakov Moshe, Aharon Yosef, and David.
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May it please you, Moshe, my exalted guest that all the other exalted guests ‘dwell here with me and you -
Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov, Aharon, Yosef, and David. 23




Aharon Hakohen is renowned
for embodying numerous
virtues, with one of the most
prominent being “ohev
shalom  v'rodef  shalom,”
“loving peace and pursuing
peace.” This idea originates
from the pasuk (Bamidbar
20:29), which states that “Kol
Beit Yisrael” wept for Aharon
when he passed.

Rashi explains that the pasuk
specifically states that all of
Bnei Yisrael mourned for
Aharon, to teach us that both
men and women mourned
because he was a pursuer of
peace and fostered harmony
between individuals, including
between spouses.

This is further emphasized in
Pirkei Avot (112) where it is
stated: "Hillel used to say: Be
of the disciples of Aaron,
loving peace and pursuing
peace, loving mankind and
drawing them close to the
Torah."

=)

Avot D'rav Natan writes about
Aharon's remarkable ability to
mediate  peace  between
people. When he witnessed
two men quarreling, he would
approach one of them and
say, “Let me tell you what the
other man is feeling. He is
beating his chest and
lamenting how he can face
his friend after treating him
poorly.” He would then sit with
him until all his resentment
dissipated. Aharon would
subsequently convey similar
sentiments to the other party.
When the two men reunited,
they would embrace each
other.

Following Aharon's death, the
Bnei Yisrael experienced the
loss of Anenei HaKavod, the
protective clouds that
shielded them during their
desert travels. They soon
faced an attack from the
Canaanim. Rashi comments
that the clouds were a result
of Aharon's merit.

(Teacher

Rebbetzin Michal Horowitz
suggests that with Aharon
Hakohen's passing, the
strength and merit of peace
departed, leaving the nation
vulnerable to enemy assaults.

It is significant to note that
Aharon died in Av, a month
notorious for the Churban of
the second Beit Hamkidash
which was destroyed due to
Sinat Chinam.

During Sukkot, in which one of
the reasons we sit in the
sukkah is to remember the
Anenei HaKavod, we must
reflect on the lessons
imparted by Aharon’s legacy.
When peace prevails among
our people, we possess the
strength to confront our
adversaries and win.

Recite at Night

STYTY MOV TN YN 2PY° PIY DTN 1KY PPIBYIN TNTIPOD PRIN

I invite to my meal the exalted guests: Avraham Yltzchak Yaakov Moshe, Aharon Yosef, and David.
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May ‘it please you, Aharon, my exalted guest that all the other exalted guests dwell here with me and you -
Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov, Aharon, Moshe, and David. 24




Yosef was someone who faced
tremendous tragedy in life but
continued to live by both the
values that were taught to him
by his father and his sense of
truth and purpose. He is one of

the Ushpizin because his
personality contributed to our
Torah outlook on the world as
Jewish people. We can learn
important lessons from how he
lived at every stage of his life.

Youth

Yosef was surrounded by many
strong personalities growing up.
He had many older brothers and
many possible pre-determined
paths to follow. Each had their
own outlooks on life and carved
their own paths. Yosef stayed
true to his essence and followed
his own path of serving Hashem
in the face of tremendous
adversity. Despite pressure from
his brothers, he would not give in
to what he felt was the truth. He
believed that he had a destiny
from Hashem to become
someone his brothers denied.

He faced tragedy as his mother
passed away while he was a
young boy.

He lacked the connection and
guidance of a maternal figure his
entire life. Despite this, he
remained steadfast to his
connection to Hashem and to his
father; a connection that would
save his life.

Adulthood

The gemara in Shabbos (3l1a)
says that Yosef's life was such a
challenge, that anyone who
would claim they could not follow
the Torah because their Yetzer
Hara was so strong will never be
believed. Yosef struggled with the
temptations of the wife of
Potiphar. He  was young,
successful, and good looking. He
was vulnerable and tempted to
sin. He had every excuse to give
in. He was somewhat of an
orphan, and an outcast in his
family.  What helped him
withstand this challenge? The
Gemara (Sotah 36b) says that
when he was about to give in, he
saw the image of his fathers face,
and this gave him the strength to
resist. It was the connection he
had with his father that gave him
the balance in life to make the
correct choices. One deep
healthy relationship staved off a
very dangerous one.

Later in Life

Yosef was a leader in Egypt. He
was also a leader and provider
for Bnei Yisrael. He looked to the
future far after his death. He gave
his family a proper place to settle
and a livelihood. He set a
foundation for Bnei Yisrael on
how to live in Galut when they
could not live in their homeland
Eretz Yisrael. On his deathbed, he
expressed a desire to be buried in
Israel. He told those surrounding
him that they would indeed
descend into a dark period but
would surely be redeemed. His
interned remains would stay with
them until they themselves would
be redeemed. Yosef remained
with Bnei Yisrael even after his
death. His faithfulness was larger
than his own life.

Takeaway

Yosef was someone who could
have made excuses. Instead, he
rose above to become known as
Yosef Hatzadik. One of the few
reasons for this was his
convictions of what truth was, his
connection to Hashem and his
connection to his father. When
we invite Yosef into the Succah
we are absorbing these values
into our lives.

Recite at Night
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I invite to my meal the exalted guests: Avraham Yltzchak Yaakov Moshe, Aharon Yosef, and David.
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May it please you, Yosef, my exalted guest that all the other exalted guests dwell here with me and you -
Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov, Moshe, Aharon, and David. 25
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On the seventh night of the Yom Tov, we
welcome Dovid HaMelech into our Sukkah.
What makes Dovid so special that he's the
last guest of the Ushpizin?

The Sukkah is not fancy. It doesn't have
strong walls and it doesn’t have a roof to
keep out the rain. We leave our sturdy
houses to sit in a weak little hut. Why? To
remember that Hashem is our real
protection. Hashem Himself watched over
us in the desert after Yetziat Mitzrayim,
and He watches over us now too.

Dovid HaMelech had a very hard life. He
was chased by enemies, went through
wars, and had many challenges. But he
always said, like in Tehillim:

‘Gam ki eilech b’gei tzalmavet, lo ira ra ki
Atah imadi" “Even when | walk in a dark
valley, I'm not afraid, because You,
Hashem, are with me.”

Just like the Sukkah, Dovid HaMelech
showed the whole world that we don't
need to be afraid when Hashem is with us.
Even in hard times, he sang to Hashem,
trusted Him, and never gave up.
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This message is so important for us today.
We know that the Jewish people are going
through very difficult times in our history.
Sometimes it can be scary, and it may
even feel like we are sitting in a fragile
Sukkah with no protection. But the Sukkah
reminds us that we are never alone. Just
like Dovid HaMelech, we can put our trust
in Hashem and remember that He is
always watching over us, no matter what.

When we sit in the sukkah, we remember
what Dovid HaMelech knew his whole life:
Hashem is our protection and He is always
with us. Even if things don't go the way we
want, we can still trust in Hashem.

That's why Dovid HaMelech is the last
Ushpizin. He teaches us the most
important and deepest message of
Sukkot: Even in the hardest times, we can
find strength, hope, and simcha by
knowing that Hashem is with us.

May Hashem bless you and your families
with good health, safety, and happiness.
May this Sukkot truly be a Zman
Simchateinu and may we always feel
Hashem'’s protection and love surrounding
us, just like the walls of the Sukkah.

Recite at Night
TIT) MO TN YR 2P PSS DINAN PRYSY PIBUIN NTIYER PRIN

I invite to my meal the exalted guests: Avraham Yltzchak Yaakov Moshe, Aharon Yosef, and David.
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May it please you, David, my exalted guest that all the other exalted guests dwell here with me and you -
Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov, Moshe, Aharon, and Yosef. 26
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- Clilleen’s Senes

Did you ever shake a lulav, a lulav, a lulav?
Did you ever shake a lulav on Sukkot day?

Upwards and downwards
and forwards and backward .

Did you ever shake a lulav on Sukot day?

To the tune of “Take Me Out to the Ball Game”

Take me out to the Sukkah
take me out in the fall.

Put some schach on top of me
and then decorations up to the wall.

We will shake, shake, shake the lulav

along with Etrog too
with the 1, 2 ,3 hadasim
and 2 aravot.

To the tune of “I have a Little Dreidel”

| built myself a sukkah with four walls and a door
It doesn’t have a ceiling it doesn’t have a floor

The Schach will be the ceiling
The earth will be the floor.

0 We'll hang some decorations, I'm ready now for sure
Oh sukkah sukkah sukkah | love to sit in you
g L | love to shake the Lulav and Etrog too. ( x2)

To the tune of “Baby Shark’

It's Sukkot doo, doo, doo, doo, doo, doo (x3)

it's Sukkot

Build a sukkah doo, doo, doo, doo, doo, doo (x3)
build a sukkah

Decorate doo, doo, doo, doo, doo, doo (x3)
decorate

Shake lulav doo, doo, doo, doo, doo, doo (x3)
shake lulav

Celebrate doo, doo, doo, doo, doo, doo (x3)
celebrate

Chag samaech doo, doo, doo, doo, doo, doo (x3)
CHAG SAMEACH!
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