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iIs Generously Dedicated By

Eliyahu, Nathan, Zachary,
Jeremy & Ezra iBabayev

For the freedom of our hostages and the
safety of our soldiers. May the T2ONn 1V
protect 78w DV.

The Peled Family

In memory of all those who have made the ultimate sacrifice —
those who we lost on and since October 7. May their memories be
a bracha and may their precious neshamot have the highest of
aliyot.

Our hostages are in our mind and close to our hearts at all times.
We pray for theirimmediate and safe return.

May the Torah shared in and from this Chavruta help us all usher in
a year of true peace - in Israel and everywhere.
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For the safe return of the hostages and our soldiers




Thank You to Our Generous Sponsors
Days of Learningd
Dr. Michael Abramov

in Memory of Khannan Abramov & Tamara Abramova
and Abar Pilosov & Khevsi Pilosova

¢
Tehilim & Tefilot
Angela & Ariel Shimunov Dovid & Esther Skurowitz
In Honor of Emily’s Bat Mitzvah and in In honor of all the awesome Torah
the blessed memory of Rachel bat learning that our 3 boys, Jordan,
Rivka, our beloved and never Yonatan, and Daniel Skurowitz learn at
forgotten grandmother YCQ, at home, and anywhere they go!
The Hoffman Family George & Tamar Iskhakov
In memory of S. David In memory of the fallen innocent
and Naomi Hoffman civilians and soldiers of Am Yisrael.
Mrs. Malka Fishman Tali & Yossi Zimilover
In memory of her father, Yisroel Meir In memory of Judy Zimilover a”h,
Shlomo ben Yaakov Aharon and her aunt, Yossi’s grandmother, whose
Leah bat Yosef, on her first yartzheit. yartzheit is on Erev Sukkot.
¢
Supporters
The Canter Family The Cohen and Blum Families
Hanachat Tefillin In memory of Mordechai Yidel
of Yona Canter ben Baruch Leib HaKohen

Neman Family
In honor of all IDF soldiers who are fighting
tirelessly to protect Jews all around the world

The Rothschild Family

In memory of Rav Pinchas ben Avraham Z"L

®
Friends
Elayne Livingstone Anonymous Anonymous
In memory of Avi Mori In honor of Fareho Bat Mazal, Avraham/Avrash
Chayim Menachem Hakohen Am Yisrael Ben Fareho,Yonatan Ben Tova, Aaron

Ben Tova, Esther Bat Dino

Koenigsberg a"h
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,@,\ The Paradox of Sukkot:

L VA
Sukkot presents a profound

paradox. On one hand, the Maharil
explains that Sukkot follows Yom
Kippur to symbolize exile. By
leaving our homes and dwelling in a
sukkah, we reenact the experience
of displacement. The Talmud
(Sukkah 8b) reinforces this by
teaching that even if one lives in a
sukkah year-round, they must leave
it to experience the feeling of
uprooting.

Yet, Sukkot is also called "Zman
Simchateinu"-the time of our joy.
The Torah commands simcha (joy)
three times for Sukkot, more than
any other holiday. What’s striking is
that if someone is uncomfortable in
the sukkah (mitztaer), they are
exempt from the mitzvah, which is
not true for most commandments.

Rabbi Yosef Salant explains that
Sukkot commemorates not just the
physical booths in the desert, but
God's miraculous protection—-the
Clouds of Glory that provided
shelter, comfort, and sustenance
to the Israelites. The sukkah thus
reflects both exile and divine care,
allowing joy even in displacement.

Hope After Tragedy

Rabbi Mark Landsman, Principal

The duality of Sukkot, exile and
hope, speaks powerfully to the
tragedy of October 7 and the days
since. We have faced tremendous
loss and displacement, mirroring
the instability symbolized by the
sukkah. Yet, just as Hashem
protected Bnei Yisrael in the
desert, He remains with us through
hardship.

As we sit in the sukkah this year,
may we remember that even in
vulnerability, there is hope. Sukkot
teaches us that we are never alone,
Hashem's protection surrounds us.

Let this inspire us to rebuild, find
strength, and move toward a future
filled with peace and joy.

May we come together as an
“agudah achat,” one nation united
in serving Hashem, and see the
ultimate geulah speedily in our
days.

Wishing you a Chag Sameach.



We Salute Our Alumni and
Members of the Extended YCQ
Family For Their IDF Service.

Name of Alumnus YCQ Class
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Names of the Hostages

Please Daven for Their Safe and Speedy Release
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38
28
52
35

24
80
27
23
24
37

70
20

19
25

Agam bat Meirav (Berger)

Sasha Alexander ben Yelena (Trufanov)

Alon ben Idit (Ohel)

Arbel bat Yael (Yehud)

Ariel ben Shiri (Bibas)

Ariel ben Silvana (Konio)
Avraham ben Agranesh (Mengistu)
Avinathan ben Ditza Tirtza (Or)
Bancha Duchruayawach

Bar Avraham ben Julia (Kuperstein)
Bipin Joshi

Daniella bat Orly (Gilboa)
David ben Silvana (Konig)
Doron bat Sarah (Steinbrecher)
Edan ben Yael (Alexander)
Eitan Avraham ben Efrat (Mor)
Eitan ben Rut Idit (Horn)

Eliya ben Sigalit (Cohen)
Elivahu ben Chana (Sharabi)
Elkana ben Ruchama (Bohbot)
Emily Tehila bat Amanda (Damari)
Evyatar ben Gila (David)

Gadi Moshe ben Sara (Mosez)
Gali ben Talya (Berman)

Guy ben Meirav (Gilboa-Dalal)
Hamza Alziadna

Hisham ben Manal (al Sayed)
Idan ben Dalit (Shtivi)

Itzik ben Chana (Elgarat)
Karina bat Ira (Ariev)

Kfir ben Shiri (Bibas)

Liri bat Shira (Elbag)

Matan ben Einav (Zangauker)
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47
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35
26
33

3
65
39
20
50
46
35
25
54
32
27

Matan Shachar ben Anat (Angrest)
Maxim ben Tella {Herkin)
MNa'ama bat Ayelet (Levy)
Nimrod ben Vicky (Cohen)

Oded ben Bilha (Lifshitz)

Ofer ben Kochava (Kalderon)
Ohad ben Esther (Ben-Ami)
Ohad ben Esther (Yahalomi)
Omer ben Malka (Shem Tov)
Omer ben Niva (Wenkert)

Omer ben Orna Esther (Neutra)
Omri ben Veronika Esther (Miran)
Or ben Geula (Levy)

Pinta Mattapong

Pongsak Tanna

Rom ben Tamar MNoa (Braslavski
Romi bat Merav (Gonen)

Sagui ben Naamit (Dekel-Chen
Sasiwan Pankong

Sathian Suwankam

Segev ben Galit (Kalfon)

Shiri bat Margit (Bibas)

Shlomo ben Marcel (Mansour)
Surasak Lamnau

Keith Shmuel ben Chava (Siegel)
Tal ben Nitza (Shoham)

Tamir ben Cherut (Nimrodi)
Tsachi ben Devorah (Idan)

Yair ben Rut Idit {(Horn)

Yarden ben Penina (Bibas)
Yosef Chaim ben Miriam (Ohana)
Yusuf Alziadna

Watchara Srivan

Ziv ben Talya (Berman)

chabad.org/hostages Updated as of 9/3
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On behalf of our brothers and sisters in

Eretz Yisrael, please take a few minutes each day
to recite the Tehilim and Tefilot printed below.
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Dedicated by Mrs. Malka Fishman

In memory of her father, Yisroel Meir Shlomo ben Yaakov Aharon
and her aunt, Leah bat Yosef, on her first yartzheit.
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Dedicated By Angela & Ariel Shimunov
In Honor of Emily’s Bat Mitzvah and in the blessed memory of
Rachel bat Rivka, our beloved and never forgotten grandmother
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Dedicated By Dovid & Esther Skurowitz

In honor of all the awesome Torah learning that our 3 boys, Jordan, Yonatan,

and Daniel Skurowitz learn at YCQ, at home, and anywhere they go!
10
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Dedicated by the Hoffman Family

In memory of S. David and Naomi Hoffman
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Dedicated by George & Tamar Iskhakov
In memory of the fallen innocent civilians

and soldiers of Am Yisrael.
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Dedicated by Tali & Yossi Zimilover
In memory of Judy Zimilover a”h, Yossi’s grandmother,

whose yartzheit is on erev Sukkot.



Make Sure to Make an Eruv
Tavshilin Before Chag and

Before Shemini Atzeret!
See Explanation on Page 21

« ERUV TAVSHILIN / 1"2"wan 21y »

WHEN EITHER OF THE YOM TOV DAYS FALLS ON FRIDAY,
AN ERUV TAVSHILIN 1S MADE ON EREV YOM TOV [SEE COMMENTARY].
GUESTS ARE INCLUDED IN THEIR HOSTS' ERUV TAVSHILIN AND SHOULD NOT MAKE THEIR OWN.
THE ERUV-FOODS ARE HELD WHILE THE FOLLOWING BLESSING AND DECLARATION ARE RECITED.
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© 2013 MESORAH PUBLICATIONS LTD. excerpted from the Schottenstein Interlinear Machzor. 13
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Each day, the bundled lulav, hadasim, and aravot are
picked up with the right hand, and the etrog (facing
downwards) is picked up with the left. Then one recites
the bracha and immediately flips the etrog and shakes
the four species.
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The first time during Sukkot that one makes a blessing
on the lulav, one should also recite the following bracha:
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S ChildizenisiSongs

To the tune of “Take Me Out to the Ball Game”

Take me out to the Sukkah
take me out in the fall.

Put some schach on top of me
and then decorations up to the wall.

Did you ever shake a lulav, a lulav, a lulav?
Did you ever shake a lulav on Sukkot day?

Upwards and downwards
and forwards and backward .

Did you ever shake a lulav on Sukot day?

We will shake, shake, shake the lulav

along with Etrog too
with the 1, 2 ,3 hadasim
and 2 aravot.

e |
To the tune of “Baby Shark’

It's Sukkot doo, doo, doo, doo, doo, doo (x3)

it's Sukkot

Build a sukkah doo, doo, doo, doo, doo, doo (x3)
build a sukkah

Decorate doo, doo, doo, doo, doo, doo (x3)
decorate

Shake lulav doo, doo, doo, doo, doo, doo (x3)
shake lulav

Celebrate doo, doo, doo, doo, doo, doo (x3)
celebrate

Chag samaech doo, doo, doo, doo, doo, doo (x3)
CHAG SAMEACH!

To the tune of “I have a little Dreidel”

| built myself a sukkah with four walls and a door
It doesn’t have a ceiling it doesn’t have a floor

The Schach will be the ceiling
The earth will be the floor.

\J o ,
y

74

K
k-

o We'll hang some decorations, I'm ready now for sure
Oh sukkah sukkah sukkah | love to sit in you
L | love to shake the Lulav and Etrog too. ( x2)

17



Hashem Still Loves Us!

Rabbi Tzvi Greenberg
JHS Judaic Studies

Our sages teach that the
reason we sit in a sukkah
is to remember the Ananei
HaKavod-the Clouds of
Glory that Hashem used
to protect us in the
desert.

But if the purpose of
sitting in the sukkah is to
remind us of the Ananei
HaKavod, then why isn’t
the Chag of Sukkot
celebrated when these
clouds first appeared?
The Ananei HaKavod
began protecting Bnei
Yisrael when they left
Egypt, around the time of
Pesach, not in Tishrei. So
why is Sukkot celebrated
now instead of during the
month of Nissan?

The Vilna Gaon provides
an insightful answer,
explaining why Sukkot is
truly a time of joy. After
the sin of the Golden Calf,
Moshe ascended Har Sinai
for 40 days to plead for
forgiveness.

On Yom Kippur, Hashem
told Moshe that the
people were forgiven.

However, the forgiveness
alone didn’t restore the
full joy of Bnei Yisrael.
Although they were no
longer facing punishment,
they didn’t know if
Hashem still loved them
as before. Imagine a
person who was once
close to the king,
frequently invited to the
palace. After a serious
mistake, even if the king
forgives him, he may still
worry whether he’ll be
welcomed back as before.

The same applied to Bnei
Yisrael. After Yom Kippur,
they knew they were
forgiven, but they still did

not know if Hashem'’s
presence would dwell
among them as it did
before.

N1270 2V

Wednesday
On Sukkot, Hashem
returned the Ananei

HaKavod, the very symbol
of His protective love and
presence. This was His
way of saying, “Not only
are you forgiven, but | still
love you and want to be
close to you.”

This is the message of
Sukkot. When we truly
repent, Hashem’s love for
us is undiminished. He
welcomes us back with
open arms, just as He did
before our missteps. In
truth, Hashem’s love for
us is constant. He s
always waiting for us to
return and striving to do
our best.

Let us rejoice with this
idea that Hashem loves us
and is proud of every
great Mitzvah and good
deed that we do.

Today’s Learning is Dedicated By
Dr. Michael Abramov

in memory of Khannan Abramov & Tamara

Abramova and Abar Pilosov & Khevsi Pilosova .



Eternal Beauty

Morah Sarit Auerbach
Junior High School Judaic Studies

A woman in her seventies
had a heart attack and was
rushed to the hospital.
While she was on the
operating table, she had a
"near-death experience."

She had the opportunity to
stand in front of Hashem, so
she asked, “Is my time up?”
Hashem answered her
directly, “No, you have
another 23 years, 2 months,
and 8 days to live.” After
waking up, she figured she
had a lot more time ahead
of her, and decided to make
some changes.

When she recovered, she
stayed in the hospital to get
a full makeover - facelift,
botox, liposuction, and even
changed her hair color and
whitened her teeth. She
thought, "I’'m going to make
the most of these years by
looking as young and
beautiful as | can!"

After all of her makeover
surgeries, she was finally
ready to go home. But as
she crossed the street, she
was hit by a car and died.

When she got back to
Hashem, she asked, “Wait! |
thought you said | had 23
more years! Why didn’t You
save me from the car?”

Hashem answered, “| would
have... but | didn’t recognize
you!”

This story might make you
smile, but there's a powerful
message here. What was
this woman focused on?
She thought beauty meant
changing how she looked on
the outside. She was so
worried about her outer
appearance, that she forgot
what really matters.

This week, we celebrate the
holiday of Sukkot and can
learn a very important
lesson from the etrog. The
Torah commands us to take
a "pri etz hadar"-a beautiful
fruit. But what does the
Torah mean by "beautiful"?
How do we know the Torah
is talking about an etrog,
and not another citrus fruit
like a lemon or an orange?

The Talmud explains that
the word “hadar” actually
has two meanings: it means
both beautiful and "to
dwell." We interpret the
pasuk to be referring to a
fruit that is “dar ba’ilan,”
“dwells continuously all year
on the tree.l

Wy
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Rabbi Joshua Shmidman
explains that while most
fruits are seasonal, the
etrog grows, blossoms, and
produces fruit throughout
all the seasons; hot or cold,
rain or shine. No matter
what happens, the etrog
keeps growing. That is why
it’s considered the beautiful
fruit.

So what does this mean for
us? The Torah is teaching us
that true beauty isn’t just
about how you look on the
outside. It’s about the ability
to endure and stay strong
no matter what challenges
you face. Real beauty is
staying committed to your
values, standing firm
through difficulties, and
continuously growing, even
when the world around you
is stormy.

This Sukkot, as we hold the
etrog, let’s remember that
true beauty isn’t just about
what we see in the mirror.
It’s about who we are inside,
and our ability to keep going
and growing, even when
things get tough. That’s the
kind of beauty that lasts
forever.




When the Tough Gets Going

Rabbi Daniel Rosenfelt
Rav of Young Israel of Kew Gardens Hills
and JHS Judaic Studies

Many years ago, the first
night of sukkot was cold
and rainy. Immediately after
Maariv, a Rabbi hurried to
the Bimah to address the
hundreds of people in
attendance.

He pulled out an old cover-
page article from the sports
section of a newspaper and
showed the congregation a
picture from the Yankees
opening day game in 1996,
seven fans got together in
the snow and painted their
bare chests each with a
letter spelling out the word
Y-A-N-K-E-E-S (which I'm
sure made their mothers
proud).

He then asked the stunned
crowd "before all of you
come up to me and ask: do |
have to eat in the Sukkah
tonight, | want you to ask
yourself something: if the
Yankees were playing in
Game Seven of the World
Series, tonight in the rain,
would you say do | have to
go to the Yankees game?"

After World War I, it was
very difficult for a Jew to
hold down a job in America.
When it would come to
Friday and the Jewish
employee said he would not
be coming in on Shabbos,
more often than not - he
would be told not to bother
showing up to work on
Monday.

Rav Moshe Feinstein
famously said many Jews
left Judaism in the middle of
the 20th century because
they saw their fathers
coming home Friday
afternoon after being fired
for not agreeing to work on
Shabbos.

Instead of using that
opportunity to teach their
children of the holiness and
beauty of Shabbos, the
fathers would complain and
say “Oy, Shver tzu zayn a
Yid” “It’s hard being a
Jew.”

And when their children
heard this, they internalized
it and would later in life
want no part of a religion
that is burdensome.

But let’s be honest. Judaism
is difficult! And somtimes
Sukkot can be particularly
challenging.
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We just had Rosh Hashana
and Yom Kippur, and now
we are asked to leave the
comfort of our homes and
go outside - potentially in
non-ideal and inclement
weather conditions - to
have another Yom Tov.

However, if we truly value
the importance of Torah
and Mitzvot, then we won’t
react begrudgingly to the
difficulty of the Mitzvos.
That will help appreciate
our lives of Jewish values -
even if it is a bit rainy - or
somewhat inconvenient
from time to time.

There was an individual who
lost many jobs because of
his Shabbos observance in
the 1950's. Every Friday he
would receive a pink slip,
reminding him of his
commitment to Shabbos.

Every week he would take
the pink slip, kiss it, and put
it away in his desk drawer at
home. Instead of dwelling
on his difficult situation and
tribulation, he took every
single one of those pink
slips and turned them into a
sukkah decoration. That
was his ndIo 'n.
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Eruv Tavshilin: Mashiach Prep
Rabbi Joshua Rohr

Elementary School Judaic Studies
Assistant Principal

One of the most “dreaded”
aspects of this particular
Yom Tov season is the
preponderance of “Three-
Day Yom Tovs”. The way the
calendar falls out this year,
each of the yomim tovimis on
Thursday/Friday and then
immediately leads into
Shabbat. It is especially
“challenging” this year
because Rosh Hashanah,
Sukkot, and Shmini Atzeret
/Simchat Torah all follow the
same pattern.

While this setup may prove
challenging in terms of food
prep, personal hygiene, and
having guests, it also
provides us with the
opportunity to perform the
special mitzvah of Eruv
Tavshilin.

The basis for an Eruv Tavshilin
is that although cooking is
permitted on Yom Tov, it is
only permitted for that
particular day of Yom Tov. It
is forbidden, however, to
cook on Yom Tov for a
different day, including for
Shabbat. As such, the only
way to have food for Shabbat
immediately following Yom
Tov would be to prepare it
before Yom Tov begins... and
in the days before
refrigeration that
extremely difficult.
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In order to alleviate this
problem, the chachamim
from the Gemara instituted
the concept of Eruv Tavshilin.
If a person were to begin
their Shabbat preparations
already before Yom Tov, then
it would become permissible
to continue cooking on Yom
Tov for Shabbat. Therefore,
by preparing one baked item
and one cooked item
(traditionally an egg and
bread or matza) before Yom
Tov, the cooking that you do
on Yom Tov (Friday) for
Shabbat is considered to be a
continuation of the pre-Yom
Tov cooking and is
permissible.

This is the halachic basis for
Eruv Tavshilin. The Maharal of
Prague, however, adds a
deeper dimension to this
mitzvah which teaches us a
very important lesson. He
explains that Chazal compare
the era of Moshiach to
Shabbat because at that
point we will be in a state of
“rest” and no longer be in a
position to earn reward for
our mitzvot. The Yetzer Hara
will have been removed and it
will no longer be a challenge
to serve Hashem properly.
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However, in accordance with
the level we have reached
before Moshiach comes, we
will continue to serve Hashem
and get rewarded even after.
He therefore explains that
the time period we are
currently in, the time right
before Moshiach comes, is
comparable to the Eruv
Tavshilin. Our efforts now are
what will enable us to
continue to earn merits and
come closer to Hashem in the
future.

This insight of the Maharal
hopefully gives us a new
perspective on these “Three-
Day Yom Tov”s. Although they
may be challenging on some
level, the Eruv Tavshilin that
they obligate us in should
serve as a reminder that we
are currently in the
preparatory period and we
need to do all we can now.
The more merits we accrue
now, the greater our
experience will be when
Moshiach comes. We need to
do as many mitzvot and as
much chessed as we can. We
need to daven and learn as
seriously as possible so that
each of these merits can stay
with us for the days of
Moshiach, which are
hopefully coming very soon.
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Building Bitachon

Rabbi Mordechai Rovner

Elementary and JHS Judaic Studies

We all have the same
feeling when we hear
the word “home.” It's
the place where we
feel safe, secure, and
that we can call our
own. It’s our home.
“There’s no place like
home.”

When Sukkot arrives,
Hashem commands us:
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“to dwell in the Sukkah for
seven days” (Vayikra 23:22.)

What does “dwell”
mean? The Halacha
states that a person
must eat, sleep, hang
out, and in general
basically live there for
seven days as if it was
your primary home.

Why does Hashem ask
of us for seven days to
give up the comforts of
our home? What is the
purpose of dwelling in
a Sukkah?

The Gemara explains
that a person should:
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a person should leave his
permanent dwelling place
and settle in the temporary
dwelling place.

Why does the Gemara
state that we are
commanded to both
“leave our permanent
dwelling place” AND
“dwell in a temporary
place”? Isn’t that
redundant?

The Mitzvah of the
Sukkah is not only that
we have to sit in the

Sukkah, it’s also that
we must “leave our
permanent dwelling
place.”

While we generally feel
secure in our homes,
we must realize that
our real security comes
purely fromm Hashem, at
every moment of our
lives.
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On Sukkot we live in a
flimsy outdoor sukkah
to demonstrate that
we recognize that our
true protection comes
from Hashem and not
the “sturdy” walls of
our home.

After the Yamim
Noraim, it’s only
appropriate to show
Hashem that our

Tefillot aren’t just lip
service, but rather we
genuinely demonstrate
we have complete trust
in Him.

Let us take the
opportunity on Sukkot
to increase our full

sense of Bitachon and
Emunah. May we merit
to build a permanent
Hashem in

home for
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A Home of Happiness

Morah Tova Friedman
Elementary School Judaic Studies

We find that the Torah
mentions a special mitzvah of
"simcha," "rejoicing" on Sukkot.
Why then does the Torah
command us to leave our
house, and go into a sukkah,
something that would seem to
be a hindrance to our
rejoicing?

Rav Yaakov Neumann explains
that the Torah is teaching us,
that real simcha can only be
attained by someone who
understands that this world is
only temporary. Someone who
feels that the main thing is
worldly accomplishments, is
hard to be satisfied, he is
forever plagued by the desire
of accomplishing, and
acquiring more.
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Only someone who recognizes
that this world is temporary,
and that Torah and Mitzvot are
the greatest possible
achievement, can be content,
and fully rejoice. He realizes
that Hashem Kknows what is
best for him, and decides what
his portion in life should be,
accordingly.

Our house is a “dirat keva”
"permanent dwelling", and the

sukkah is a “dirat arai,” a
"temporary dwelling." By
leaving our "permanent
dwelling" and entering a

"temporary dwelling" we are
reminded that this world is only
temporary, and we can achieve
the full level of rejoicing that
the Torah wants of us.
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Be An Etrog Jew

Mr. Yossi Zimilover
Director of Communications

The Midrash explains that
the four minim represent
four different types of
Jewish people. The etrog
is the only min which has
both a good taste and a

nice smell, and this
represents a Jew who
possesses both Torah

knowledge and “maasim
tovim.”

Rebbe Elazar Ben Azarya
(Avot 3:17) states that “if
there is no Torah, there is
no Derech Eretz, and if
there is no Derech Eretz,
there is no Torah.” In
order to truly master one
of those attributes, a

person must possess
both of those character
traits.

Traditionally, the phrase
“Derech Eretz” is
generally understood to
mean “decent, polite,
respectful, thoughtful,
and civilized behavior,” or
in other words, “maasim
tovim.” Rav Shimshon
Raphael Hirsch expands
the definition to include
“everything that touches
upon the development of
humankind and civility.”

An etrog represents the
ideal member of Bnei
Yisrael. Each and every
one of us must strive to
become an “etrog Jew,”
filled with both Torah and
Derech Eretz and must
never settle for less.

In fact, I'd like to suggest
that the entire concept
of dwelling in a sukkah
represents this duality.
On one hand, we
commemorate how we
were insulated from the
rough midbar, while at
the same time we
venture from the safe
confines of our houses
into the unknown
outdoors. A sukkah is
required to have walls,
while at the same time
one should see the stars
of the outside sky.

A Sukkah is an incredibly
powerful representation
as to how to correctly live

our lives. We must be
committed to Halacha
and Torah while

simultaneously giving to
the world around us.
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There is no precise
formula to what extent a
person must balance
these two qualities, and
every person must
determine this for

themselves. The Gemara
states that if one grew an
etrog in a mold it is
invalid. We most certainly
do not have a perfect one
size fits all mold for the
balance between torah
and derech eretz, and
therefore we must let
each person grow
naturally into their own
type of etrog.

While there may be some
Lulav, Hadas, and Aravah
Jews out there, we must

believe that the vast
majority of Jews are
working towards the

same goal of combining
Torah and Derech Eretz,
and we  just have
different means of
achieving this synthesis.
We must respect and
help all types of Jews,
regardless of their
backgrounds. We must
understand that we are

all an “agudah achat,”
united in elevating
Hashem. 24



Man is Like Hashem:

A Hoshanot Mandate
Rabbi Stephen Knapp

Junior High School Principal

“Imitation is the greatest
form of flattery”. This
famous quote can be used
to explain one of the most
cryptic aspects of Sukkot,
the mitzvah of Hoshanot.

Every day during Sukkot
after Mussaf, we encircle
the Shulchan while holding
the Lulav and Etrog, reciting
tefilot, asking HaShem for
His salvation. On the last
day of Sukkot, Hoshana
Rabbah, we encircle the
Shulchan seven times,
singing complete praise to
HaShem from Alef to Tav. As
part of the Hoshanot, we
say the following lines
(Mishnah Sukkah 4:5)
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We are familiar with the first
two phrases from Hallel;

,R3 YW T RIN
Please Hashem, Save us!”
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Please Hashem us, (make
us) successful!

These lines are logical as we
use the Lulav and Etrog as a
means to attribute to
Hashem the power of rain.

But what do we make of the
third phrase? What does
“ani v’ho” mean? Why do
we say them as part of the
Hoshanot?

The phrase also appears in
the Gemara (Shabbat 133b)
where the Gemara explains
that Az Yashir, said by the
Jewish people crossing the
Red Sea.

With regards to the line

MINY V2P M
the Gemara notes a play on
words. On a simple level it
means "This is my G-d, and |
will glorify Him. The Gemara
offers two additional
explanations:

Firstly, the Gemara says it
means:
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Beautify yourself before
HaShem in mitzvot. Make a
beautiful sukkah, a beautiful
lulav etc!

Secondly, the Gemara says
in the name of Abba Shaul
that “ani v’ho” is a play on
words “I” and “He.”

We should imitate HaShem
in our middot. Just like
HaShem is merciful and
compassionate, so too we
should be merciful and
compassionate.
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Perhaps this is the
explanation of Hoshanot. By
saying

e A RRIRIH;
we are in effect
approaching HaShem with
both explanations. We are
appearing before HaShem
with a beautiful lulav and we
are imitating HaShem, by
doing mitzvot. Imitation is
the greatest form of
flattery.

Every time we do a mitzvah
and perfect our character
by improving ourselves, we
are in effect making a
Kiddush HaShem. Perhaps
that is the meaning behind
Hoshanot.

By taking the beautiful Lulav
and Etrog, just before the
beginning of the rainy
season, and attributing the
strength of rain to HaShem,
we are saying to HaShem,
“Save us! Make us
successful” because “I” and

“He” are the same an - we
truly like

want to be
Hashem.



It’s Hard to Say Goodbye

Rabbi Moshe Steinberg

Junior High School Judaic Studies

Our Sages tell us that
with regard to the Yom
Tov of Shimnei Atzeret,
Hashem is telling the
Jewish people, “lt is
hard for me to
separate from you.” As
a result, Hashem added
an extra day to the
chag, so that He can
celebrate with us for
one more day.

Rav Yaakov Niman asks,
how does adding on
one more day help? Itis
going to be just as hard
for Hashem to separate

with us tomorrow!
What does one more
day add and what

difference will it make?

He answers that
Hashem is telling us
that even though we
must separate and end
the beautiful, happy
time we spent together
during Sukkot, we
should make sure not
to separate from him
completely for the rest
of the year.

It is understood that
we cannot keep the
same closeness we had
to Hashem during the
Chag, as we must go
back to our regular
lives and support our
families. However, we
should make an extra
effort to keep some of
that extra connection
we built throughout
the year.

As a mother tells her
child when they go
away for camp “Don’t
forget about me.
Remember to call
home or write me a
letter every so often.”
So too, Hashem says,
“Even though the Yom
Tov is over, don’t forget
about me. Make set
times to learn Torah,
and remember to go to
shul and daven with a
minyan. Make sure to
keep our connection
going throughout the
year.”
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As this Yom Tov season
comes to a close, and
we remember the
terrible tragedy that
happened to Am
Yisrael last year, it is
even more important
to  strengthen our
resolve in learning
Torah and doing
Mitzvot, as a zechut for
the remaining
hostages and all those
in danger in Eretz
Yisrael and around the
world.

Let us show Hashem
that we want to stay
close to him, we know
he is in charge and that
we have Bitachon that
he will save the Jewish

people from their
enemies.

B’ezrat Hashem this
year Klal Yisrael will
experience yishuot
v’nachamot, and we

will see the Moshiach
come speedily in our
days, Amen!
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Dancing Through Tears

Morah Mashie Kopelowitz
K-8 Director of Judaic Studies

Last year, | had the
privilege of spending
Chag with my family in
Petach Tikvanh, Israel.

My family lives in a
lovely neighborhood
surrounded by tall
buildings, parks, and
numerous shuls. The
religious community
there is vibrant, and |
always enjoy spending
Simchat Torah there.

All of the different
youth movements join
together, stopping at
all the shuls to gather
people, and we dance
as a unified Jewish
community  through
the streets, carrying
the Torah scrolls. It’s a

beautiful sight -
different types of
Sifrei Torah and

everyone uniting as
one.

But last
different.

year was

Before my family and |
could make our way to
shul, a siren went off.
We spent most of the
day running to the
safe room. At the end
of the Chag, we
learned what had
happened.

This year, | find myself
once again in Eretz
Yisrael. But | can’t
help but wonder: how
will we dance through
the tears? The people
of Israel and Jews
around the world have
faced such a difficult
time; how can we feel
“simcha” on Simchat
Torah?

On Sukkot, many read
Kohelet. which offers
powerful guidance in
moments like these:
“There is a time for
everything under the
heavens.. a time to
mourn and a time to
dance” (3:1-8).
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This Simchat Torah,
we will dance with
tears in our eyes, but
we will dance. We will
dance to demonstrate
the importance of
Torah in our lives.

We will dance to
showcase the unity of
the Jewish people. We
will dance to show the
world the strength of
our spirit. We will
continue to remember
those we have lost -
as there is a time to
mourn - but we will

also remember that
there is a time to
dance.

Now is the time to
show the world who
the Jewish people are.
And so, this year, |
dance through the
tears. Chag Sameach.
Am Yisrael Chai!
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The Challenge of Creation

Mrs. Melissa Cohen

Associate Principal, K-8 General Studies

Parshat Bereishit is the
story of the creation of the
world, a story we all know
SO well. But many
commentators ask: What
are we really supposed to
learn from this? The Torah
is meant to guide our daily
lives, but the creation of
the world seems so unique
and beyond human
experience. How does this
story affect what we do
every day?

Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik
suggests that the detailed
description of creation is
not just to tell us what
happened-it’s meant to
give us a moral challenge.
Just as Hashem created
the world, we too, are
called to be creators in our
own way.

We see throughout the
Torah that we are
encouraged to imitate
Hashem. For example, just
as He is compassionate,
we must also be
compassionate. Just as He
shows kindness, like
visiting the sick, we are
meant to show kindness to

UNDER
CONSTRUCTION

others. In the same way
that Hashem is creative,
we are also meant to use
our creativity to improve
the world.

But creativity doesn’t only
mean painting or drawing.
It also means using the
unique talents that
Hashem gave each of us to
solve problems and help
others.

Each of us has our own
individual strengths and
abilities, and we’re meant
to use them in different
ways to make the world
better. If you're going to
be a doctor, you’ll need
creativity to find ways to
heal patients. If you’re
studying architecture,
you’ll use creativity to
design buildings  that
benefit people. No matter
what field we go into,
being creative means
taking the special gifts
Hashem gave us and using
them to improve the lives
of others.

On a spiritual level, we also
need to be creators. One
of our biggest purposes in
life is to improve ourselves
and grow spiritually.
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We’re not supposed to
stay the same; instead,
we’re meant to constantly
recreate ourselves by
becoming better people.
We should always be
moving up the spiritual
“ladder,” trying to become
more thoughtful, more
compassionate, and more
connected to Hashem.

Just like Hashem created
the entire world from
nothing, we are also
challenged to create in our
own lives — both in the way
we interact with others
and in our personal
growth. Whether it’s
through finding solutions
to help people or working

on becoming better
versions of ourselves,
we’re always creating

something new.

So, when we read about
the creation of the world,
it’s not just a story about
the past. It’s a reminder
that every day, we have
the ability & responsibility
to create something
meaningful in our lives and
the world around us.
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Every Yid’s A Big Tzadik?
Morah Shana Weiss
Early Childhood Program Director

When you hear Parshat
Noach, one can’t help but
to think of the popular

song, “Noach is a big
Tzadik” How does this
song connect to the

Parsha and what does it
mean?

The Parsha begins “These
are the generation of
Noach, Noach was a
righteous man (Tzadik)

he was perfect in his
generation.” Rashi asks
why does the pasuk

begin saying these are
the children of Noach
and then shift to discuss
Noach as a Tzadik?

Rashi explains since the
Torah mentions his name,
it also mentions his
praise. Another reason is
to teach us that the
primary  offspring of
tzadikim are their good
deeds, especially their
children.

But was Noach a real
Tzadik? He was a Tzadik
in his generation, but the
people around him
weren’t righteous. Some
say that it's harder to be
a Tzadik when you are
surrounded by such evil.
Noach was able to pass
all the obstacles, even
when the people around
him were making fun of
him for building the
Tayva. He was a Tzadik
from his kepalah to his
feeslach! (from head to
toe)

Now for the second part
of the song “ Every Yid’s a
big Tzadik”. Is that really
true? What does it mean
to be a big Tzadik?

The pasuk states:
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“And your people, all of
them righteous, they
shall possess the land for
all  time.” (Yeshayahu
60:21)

The Alshich explains that
Hashem gives every Jew
as many opportunities as
they need to become a
Tzadik. Hashem never
gives up on us, we will all
be able to achieve the
status of a Tzadik.

The Radak says on this
pasuk that there may be
trial, tribulation, hardship
and pain in each
generation, but we will
come out as Tzadikim!

The best way to
understand this song is
that not every Yid s
currently a big Tzadik but
we are all capable of it
just like Noach!
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